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ABSTRACT 
 

Indonesia's shift from the 2013 Curriculum to the Merdeka Curriculum has 
repositioned deep learning, anchored on mindful, meaningful, and joyful learning, 
as the pedagogical core of classroom practice, including English as a Foreign 
Language (EFL) instruction. Because most Indonesian English teachers are non-
native English teachers (NNETs) serving as both language models and curriculum 
agents, their cognition, the beliefs and knowledge shaping instructional decisions 
(Borg, 2003), plays a decisive role in translating policy into classroom enactment. 
This study investigated how junior high school NNETs perceive and enact deep 
learning integration under the Merdeka Curriculum. A qualitative case study was 
employed with two NNETs teaching Grade VIII and Grade IX English at a public 
junior high school in West Java, purposively selected. Data were collected through 
semi-structured interviews, classroom observation, and document analysis, then 
analyzed using Miles, Huberman, and Saldana's interactive model and interpreted 
through Borg's framework. Findings show both teachers conceptualize deep 
learning through the mindful-meaningful-joyful triad and align lesson planning with 
the Capaian Pembelajaran-Alur Tujuan Pembelajaran (CP-ATP) framework through 
collaborative teacher communities. Observation corroborated their reported 
facilitative, student-centered practices, including contextual prompting, collaborative 
and game-based tasks, error tolerance, and appreciation-first feedback. However, 
both reported persistent self-doubt about their English proficiency, heavier workload 
from differentiated instruction, and students' affective barriers as major constraints, 
mitigated through continuous professional development. The study concludes that 
NNET cognition, shaped by training, professional community, and lived experience 
as English learners, bridges the gap between curriculum policy and classroom 
enactment, though sustained institutional support remains essential. 
 
Keywords: Teacher Cognition, Merdeka Curriculum, Deep Learning, Non-Native 
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ABSTRAK 

Pergeseran Kurikulum 2013 menuju Kurikulum Merdeka di Indonesia menempatkan 
deep learning (berkesadaran, bermakna, menggembirakan) sebagai inti pedagogis 
pembelajaran di kelas, termasuk dalam pengajaran Bahasa Inggris sebagai Bahasa 
Asing (EFL). Karena sebagian besar guru Bahasa Inggris di Indonesia adalah non-
native English teachers (NNET) yang berperan sebagai model bahasa sekaligus 
agen kurikulum, kognisi mereka, yaitu keyakinan dan pengetahuan yang 
membentuk keputusan mengajar (Borg, 2003), memegang peran penentu dalam 
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menerjemahkan kebijakan menjadi praktik di kelas. Penelitian ini menginvestigasi 
bagaimana NNET SMP mempersepsikan dan melaksanakan integrasi deep 
learning dalam Kurikulum Merdeka. Studi kasus kualitatif digunakan dengan 
melibatkan dua NNET pengampu Bahasa Inggris kelas VIII dan kelas IX di sebuah 
SMP negeri di Jawa Barat, dipilih secara purposif. Data dikumpulkan melalui 
wawancara semi-terstruktur, observasi kelas, dan analisis dokumen, lalu dianalisis 
menggunakan model interaktif Miles, Huberman, dan Saldana serta diinterpretasi 
melalui kerangka Borg. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan kedua guru memaknai deep 
learning melalui trias berkesadaran-bermakna-menggembirakan dan 
menyelaraskan perencanaan pembelajaran dengan kerangka Capaian 
Pembelajaran-Alur Tujuan Pembelajaran (CP-ATP) melalui komunitas belajar guru. 
Observasi mengonfirmasi praktik fasilitatif dan berpusat pada siswa, seperti 
pertanyaan pemantik kontekstual, tugas kolaboratif dan berbasis permainan, 
toleransi kesalahan, serta umpan balik yang diawali apresiasi. Namun, keduanya 
melaporkan keraguan diri terhadap kemampuan Bahasa Inggrisnya, beban kerja 
tambahan akibat pembelajaran berdiferensiasi, dan hambatan afektif siswa sebagai 
kendala utama yang diatasi melalui pengembangan profesional berkelanjutan. 
Penelitian ini menyimpulkan bahwa kognisi NNET, dibentuk oleh pelatihan, 
komunitas profesional, dan pengalaman hidup sebagai pembelajar Bahasa Inggris, 
menjembatani kesenjangan antara kebijakan kurikulum dan pelaksanaannya di 
kelas, meskipun dukungan kelembagaan berkelanjutan tetap diperlukan. 

Kata Kunci: Kognisi Guru, Kurikulum Merdeka, Deep Learning, Guru Bahasa 
Inggris Non-Native, Kelas EFL 

A. Introduction 

Indonesia's Merdeka Curriculum 

(Kurikulum Merdeka) was introduced as 

a response to persistent learning loss 

and the tendency of prior curricula to 

privilege content coverage over 

conceptual depth. A defining feature of 

its most recent operational guidance is 

the explicit adoption of deep learning as 

the pedagogical foundation of 

classroom practice, grounded in three 

interlocking principles: pembelajaran 

berkesadaran (mindful learning), 

pembelajaran bermakna (meaningful 

learning), and pembelajaran 

menggembirakan (joyful learning) 

(Kemdikbudristek, 2022). Deep 

learning, in this policy sense, departs 

from surface-level, teacher-centered 

transmission toward learning 

experiences in which students construct 

understanding, connect material to lived 

experience, and engage in critical 

thinking, collaboration, and creative 

expression (Fullan et al., 2018). 

English Language Teaching (ELT) 

occupies a strategic position within this 

reform. At the junior high school level, 

English functions both as a compulsory 

subject governed by Fase D learning 

outcomes and as a primary vehicle 

through which the 4C/6C 
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competencies—critical thinking, 

collaboration, communication, 

creativity, character, and citizenship—

promoted by deep learning are 

expected to be cultivated (Richards, 

2017). Yet the great majority of English 

teachers in Indonesian public junior high 

schools are non-native English teachers 

(NNETs): individuals who are 

themselves products of the Indonesian 

EFL system, who continue to negotiate 

their own language proficiency while 

being tasked with facilitating high-order, 

learner-centered instruction in that 

same language. 

This study is grounded in (Borg, 2003)'s 

teacher cognition framework, which 

conceptualizes teaching as a cognitively 

grounded activity in which teachers' 

beliefs, knowledge, and attitudes—

formed through prior learning 

experience, professional training, and 

classroom practice—actively shape 

what and how they teach. Recent state-

of-the-art reviews of NNET research 

(Selvi et al., 2023) confirm that non-

native status continues to intersect with 

teachers' professional identity, 

confidence, and pedagogical choices, 

while comparative work on native and 

non-native teacher qualities (Deng et 

al., 2023) shows that NNETs often draw 

distinctive pedagogical strength from 

their own experience as language 

learners, even as they report persistent 

language-related self-doubt. 

Despite the policy urgency of deep 

learning implementation, empirical 

accounts of how NNETs cognitively 

interpret and enact this shift—

particularly at the junior high school 

level—remain limited. Broader 

curriculum-reform literature indicates 

that the gap between policy intention 

and classroom enactment is frequently 

mediated by teachers' interpretive 

cognition rather than by the policy text 

itself (Yembergenova et al., 2024), and 

that teacher readiness and confidence 

substantially determine whether 

learner-centered innovations are 

enacted with fidelity or reduced to 

surface compliance (Syafryadin et al., 

2022). Within the Indonesian Merdeka 

Curriculum context specifically, 

comparatively little qualitative attention 

has been paid to how junior high school 

NNETs themselves make sense of deep 

learning as both a conceptual construct 

and a lived instructional demand. 

Building on this gap, the present study 

addresses the following research 

question: How do non-native English 

teachers at the junior high school level 

perceive the integration of deep learning 

under the Merdeka Curriculum? This 

https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AtVY9byNFGHYO8VFTpeE0FEgUjrNex3ZyzekIznGHT1hJxFEy3nl3d%2BLZndXMrOOlCvADqPklKC0SBSV%2FAYkWmutoeGZ3vUlQUlBQJPLMvB%2FP87wf9rfXvUexNjKR%2BSNxqc3quvd%2BypfWGR656q3qlbaO6Zi5lBielfj96kfLZnmipE2Z4nlS8oSYIx6lZCyzBfFV984t48xSpHPBtEEQacSNk%2BGI6m957i1xkIbF0iDj1mbATuCX8bzqt%2B%2BK1qQ8osLoWEaS8qhiMu9SZrxiuXbMeERsiec042ZlGVnHl96EBFtWbTTKCqUrAO8DjbQyT2qm0toSpFLu8LG%2BiXVU2kYI3HDjZKSoz3KekQK2S2%2B6kp7mg8jgl1NE1nKD9BrYGIhTHFPk5LrT0EdoXZ6yc6Ruk0FHAg04Iv5aitpbr8msJV16p1Rf1lCNhjHOnc538NTMUsi9JILsQhgggiQA6p1n83OmpCPUpjSQ%2F4Vjgmxk5JIaIbYkUehIciW%2FgW%2BXya6kUp4mCVwDas2pU8ClRpdJd%2B4z2kB%2BAGhwk%2BJO6tymsgA6d%2BkB3kuCA0Id2deLLyUAowboMgtZ0IR1CbMCHXxHh9aS6ZwJCdkN5WAnM4IffOvqtlH7dQ7fEi04hFMyavChGdCHXVTIZy2CuNrHv3kHqCYTFOhWfsrR6RHVpqCTGJ5lCH8n2naQBopHvldIfModJWEQTvaCaQaOjsuczIs81te9txNeulQbe6Uavif400YcDMIR1aXeISedInU6mx%2Bzl7o0OVfxWqsyo92g6MLNNbhpc93bkQVgnAIOYTPIehoXuHk3Vbz5tPtYeTd0RAkP6xeI8GPgF0nMM6mq9FRGKTfCUoK%2BzpOXPFqx44HwjdmL0XsLEb%2BJpLAgEAktN7vDYDAcTqf7QTAaTQ4Pw%2BF0chQE4yMh7TK%2Fwn%2Bbfyf9455%2FlcPpwXhvHE6%2BijKeXITjw8lBAJdpqgsCP9qsXt9cwvsL%2FuaiVqMW8yLE%2FV4Q7gVHINXojj2RFWWzHlptd2pW%2BuzZ8xlbNE9ojMSWS1cVnu2qHcxzHHfQF6TjzzEct6%2FJcaUq2KoIMyU%2BqY51mbvdX5yhuv0iEq%2Bxc21zPWpqtXl%2Bvu3tBwbnCVvcTEOfLUjwRCfNXCzIoKGwMSOKnS5kZL%2B%2F7r0TC52h0ECylIKHLTXtJ5id1XHIUixJicZkOWxs7DPjsO4Q97MSMaWTZPEcnw%2BDIBzWJpsPZifz%2FdnZnHWwvf2cuMlxwPLAhP%2F99K8%2FfmW9Xi%2BFfrfyiGEYjJowu%2FNuorw7XEtpoSS65H%2BAH44PGpPNR2fN91OXfou89tty6mj8%2FMPX99M4bMI9nnfbsyXij9j4WOXaoBf%2BO5lRo9C%2Fbdo6hJNxk%2FnDV6Vy2HCehmIzUTbrqukKje1VbUn8%2BdtP99ViNBoG21rcyN%2BwaMURvvffi0qjNh%2BnzhX2yf4%2BJnigTbL%2F0BCv%2FM%2BKL7HTAGbnHw%3D%3D
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https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ArVa7chxFFF2bR1FFSFEFWVOUKVwl7e7sypIMAcgPChlhXEjGcW%2F3nZmWerrH%2FVhpiAwUn0DAR%2FAByghI%2BQkCQhw5IuF0z%2B5KRpYDikCq3dn7OPfec%2B6d704HV0vrVKXMVXls3dHp4K2az3xwXITutT8PamJeVUaVSnAjiNmSaeLOkGM8Bmts0zFlWLCSd388%2Bdmzu6bSytdsj5sq8orYAXFRK1OxD%2B%2FuHVxnwppAJ4HV3LMZkWHHpDVzJCyyfEuScSOTUalcg2%2BzjjXcdDDwSCtqViojEc1%2FzGp7THNyaym%2Ftw0xwT359O24VrCEIbWEfyb0mBMI5ZmxoU9KPvBZAktyjQVUqppWUwN7HpQ1SNxl4xkx4r4bsoM6%2BmSJICs8%2BKxQEdJIdIG1zs6VJCZ54AwxQqqenEdv4MMBnbzva6y51mSqHjL8GhsSwgvtldGl59ZoOJ9VggGpuQqKfAJ2HhKhDNsBz%2BPITVCpmjnlnHigl98zQmGBAYGsSUHoeY9scUyOWMWROg%2BDMx%2FdnDp0gZ8bIgYmowh9D6bbKxYsy08l4vFhNMo6VquqZl7U1ur8yy204SjqOGS7hnEpUZU1%2FUguIM54FrCRrkTfUFqegZsrOj4DxrW3C3TcOQVjG0PC59XJCthlZdtZ6GvO%2BYAEwAzXnU8l1s5GVCDJC6fa7AQqBeWDEmm4yS7zIpcAfTVJNy05kbiVJp6GUTp6HMkIEOtL4gak1fSyolf5MYboEwVg28BKrFL21YAIUQfPfFJIgouGAEtFoBXXrLEebVgOJodOzMRI0a6otHyhwndvH6zPIDC5mu2SiYD%2FXMSYjObcKRs9ayjUVuZeLAic7eC2BlahPnSBJGaILuXafYhJsT6h4UIktUhVlkAJGS9CoEAb0Uz0UQjr0j5I5nBXrmcCpL2GkBFtViGrNxkkHnSZBf8S0xrrKPSNwaBSW5FUZvG3jpA8ea%2B2w0ulCAZfXCVriwV1Jvnc9pKLfpzL3qVdJnTMBbUWHcnFGGCDwEwvVMRatCjtlLPeIHha2uR6Gq5ljmkujqDYtrUu9FrpZYfoWomu4UdJA7BKjSZ5hweqJuPJ5vp4s0mbOmnA7ZrSng5eq0CH2jr%2FRKM4ZPoMf2h%2BMSxukvI%2B0isEDWk6ub5rpMWeU9DlPQwK5Ext3WlbnVS4h%2BpiD7KcWx0berNd5dqzgiPq6eCKaqGUr3FFCDcK98f58ABP3r36W6358vPvOnk6NQNTnf8RltLwJnmUJW%2BU7g73O166Li%2FeCnoy5x5IZzUNLvpU%2BxHDkKp3kHcUuHCJKd2HcPgi8v2Od5HtYZFdGvlzzKjmbe9Q72je%2BI7Xl5mXOzjEuCbZutwxRnne25ZYcA9k%2BUwo6U8Hrwpp1cm7xXhYbN0Y3xypQ66H86JQ0%2BF0Y3NzSyo%2FM0%2Fw35vv1WQ6LtZvbmxuq8mN8WR9c2tjq7a4kxyTO3q0MSkm21uT7RsFzL%2Fizw7zZDMxDkGMyTqcpwUm0F%2F3GZmmjf0RXfDkSi7i5L0VCdhDA%2FzOqwDtlewuDkUWxdFSxg%2BdPrlTh9D6j0YjOuwZM4ytGpKMo3TGT4Zt3Y527%2B3sjbgDcTSNpD022nI5yhWOiu3pxrTycRa6NnXwaGF3gK9XkIxs%2BQUinX9MAWrsYKuFwim51d3Gvghvhyx47GWSj%2FBC5PPTd64tuF3m1xkshJcdc4EfX3zLX7pIz%2B2RMtgW%2BvjhdPB6ie0IaQDnTEk%2Byd21%2B1YoqGpfqATUU6lIy95kNp2%2B0AY%2FlQfFRrHdhzi5dkCiNlbbqlu%2Fa%2Br0dgdIy%2BGwfSwZAMGJs47%2B%2FuTpL7d%2BHQwGNTp8LpecTscbOZxaef7%2FkMeb4x7y%2B2fwUtNv26bBC8UlgLeffvofAfdgHj%2BocVLFZZCLrWzVAkQbsXWXVgvMN4rNHvMHF16I91bjRg3Lt%2BMl7L9
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ArVa7chxFFF2bR1FFSFEFWVOUKVwl7e7sypIMAcgPChlhXEjGcW%2F3nZmWerrH%2FVhpiAwUn0DAR%2FAByghI%2BQkCQhw5IuF0z%2B5KRpYDikCq3dn7OPfec%2B6d704HV0vrVKXMVXls3dHp4K2az3xwXITutT8PamJeVUaVSnAjiNmSaeLOkGM8Bmts0zFlWLCSd388%2Bdmzu6bSytdsj5sq8orYAXFRK1OxD%2B%2FuHVxnwppAJ4HV3LMZkWHHpDVzJCyyfEuScSOTUalcg2%2BzjjXcdDDwSCtqViojEc1%2FzGp7THNyaym%2Ftw0xwT359O24VrCEIbWEfyb0mBMI5ZmxoU9KPvBZAktyjQVUqppWUwN7HpQ1SNxl4xkx4r4bsoM6%2BmSJICs8%2BKxQEdJIdIG1zs6VJCZ54AwxQqqenEdv4MMBnbzva6y51mSqHjL8GhsSwgvtldGl59ZoOJ9VggGpuQqKfAJ2HhKhDNsBz%2BPITVCpmjnlnHigl98zQmGBAYGsSUHoeY9scUyOWMWROg%2BDMx%2FdnDp0gZ8bIgYmowh9D6bbKxYsy08l4vFhNMo6VquqZl7U1ur8yy204SjqOGS7hnEpUZU1%2FUguIM54FrCRrkTfUFqegZsrOj4DxrW3C3TcOQVjG0PC59XJCthlZdtZ6GvO%2BYAEwAzXnU8l1s5GVCDJC6fa7AQqBeWDEmm4yS7zIpcAfTVJNy05kbiVJp6GUTp6HMkIEOtL4gak1fSyolf5MYboEwVg28BKrFL21YAIUQfPfFJIgouGAEtFoBXXrLEebVgOJodOzMRI0a6otHyhwndvH6zPIDC5mu2SiYD%2FXMSYjObcKRs9ayjUVuZeLAic7eC2BlahPnSBJGaILuXafYhJsT6h4UIktUhVlkAJGS9CoEAb0Uz0UQjr0j5I5nBXrmcCpL2GkBFtViGrNxkkHnSZBf8S0xrrKPSNwaBSW5FUZvG3jpA8ea%2B2w0ulCAZfXCVriwV1Jvnc9pKLfpzL3qVdJnTMBbUWHcnFGGCDwEwvVMRatCjtlLPeIHha2uR6Gq5ljmkujqDYtrUu9FrpZYfoWomu4UdJA7BKjSZ5hweqJuPJ5vp4s0mbOmnA7ZrSng5eq0CH2jr%2FRKM4ZPoMf2h%2BMSxukvI%2B0isEDWk6ub5rpMWeU9DlPQwK5Ext3WlbnVS4h%2BpiD7KcWx0berNd5dqzgiPq6eCKaqGUr3FFCDcK98f58ABP3r36W6358vPvOnk6NQNTnf8RltLwJnmUJW%2BU7g73O166Li%2FeCnoy5x5IZzUNLvpU%2BxHDkKp3kHcUuHCJKd2HcPgi8v2Od5HtYZFdGvlzzKjmbe9Q72je%2BI7Xl5mXOzjEuCbZutwxRnne25ZYcA9k%2BUwo6U8Hrwpp1cm7xXhYbN0Y3xypQ66H86JQ0%2BF0Y3NzSyo%2FM0%2Fw35vv1WQ6LtZvbmxuq8mN8WR9c2tjq7a4kxyTO3q0MSkm21uT7RsFzL%2Fizw7zZDMxDkGMyTqcpwUm0F%2F3GZmmjf0RXfDkSi7i5L0VCdhDA%2FzOqwDtlewuDkUWxdFSxg%2BdPrlTh9D6j0YjOuwZM4ytGpKMo3TGT4Zt3Y527%2B3sjbgDcTSNpD022nI5yhWOiu3pxrTycRa6NnXwaGF3gK9XkIxs%2BQUinX9MAWrsYKuFwim51d3Gvghvhyx47GWSj%2FBC5PPTd64tuF3m1xkshJcdc4EfX3zLX7pIz%2B2RMtgW%2BvjhdPB6ie0IaQDnTEk%2Byd21%2B1YoqGpfqATUU6lIy95kNp2%2B0AY%2FlQfFRrHdhzi5dkCiNlbbqlu%2Fa%2Br0dgdIy%2BGwfSwZAMGJs47%2B%2FuTpL7d%2BHQwGNTp8LpecTscbOZxaef7%2FkMeb4x7y%2B2fwUtNv26bBC8UlgLeffvofAfdgHj%2BocVLFZZCLrWzVAkQbsXWXVgvMN4rNHvMHF16I91bjRg3Lt%2BMl7L9
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study aims to describe junior high 

school NNETs' conceptual 

understanding of deep learning, 

examine how that understanding is 

translated into lesson planning and 

classroom enactment, and identify the 

challenges and support systems that 

shape their implementation. The 

findings are expected to contribute 

empirically to teacher cognition 

literature in under-researched non-

native, lower-secondary EFL contexts, 

and practically to inform the design of 

professional development programs 

that more directly address NNETs' self-

reported linguistic and pedagogical 

needs. 

B. Research Method  
This study employed a qualitative case 

study design, appropriate for exploring 

teacher cognition in depth within its 

natural instructional context rather than 

testing predetermined hypotheses. The 

case was bounded as an embedded 

single case comprising two English-

subject units within one public junior 

high school, allowing for both within-

participant depth and cross-participant 

comparison. 

Participants were two non-native 

English teachers at SMP Negeri 1 

Limbangan, Garut Regency, West Java, 

selected through purposive sampling 

based on the following criteria: (a) 

certified English subject teachers with 

direct experience designing and 

delivering Merdeka Curriculum lesson 

modules (Modul Ajar), (b) responsibility 

for different grade levels—Participant 1 

taught Grade VIII, Participant 2 taught 

Grade IX—to allow comparison across 

Fase D sub-levels, and (c) willingness to 

be observed and interviewed. Both 

participants are Indonesian native 

speakers of the local language who 

acquired English as a foreign language 

through formal teacher education, 

positioning them squarely within the 

NNET category as defined by Braine 

(2010) and (Selvi et al., 2023). 

Three data collection instruments were 

used to enable triangulation. First, semi-

structured interviews of approximately 

10–25 minutes per session explored 

participants' conceptual understanding 

of deep learning, lesson planning 

rationale, classroom enactment 

strategies, assessment and feedback 

practices, perceived challenges, and 

professional development experiences; 

the interview protocol was developed 

around five thematic clusters 

(understanding of deep learning, lesson 

planning, teaching practice, 

assessment and reflection, and 

challenges/support) grounded in (Fullan 

https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AtVZNb1w1FJ0gQIgtm4IEMgukjJg332laNmjSpgIRRNQEKsQGj33feyYe%2B2H7TWZYFfgbIPE38ne6YcmqCKlC4tieSdIq3YBYZPJs33t9P8457%2F140XmltE5Vyrwiz607u%2Bi8VfO5D46LsH5td7Z5ZA9JkAl63WPnxGq%2BJDYnMuxcBUPeK1OxUBOjBbmKjCBmS%2BZFbTV3es2UCeTIB8aNZI2zZXSxhmvG5dIKLtaMSqQRPIu3kIvxrGF%2B7QMtlOjlCJ5ESG49VupWyV6KJyzOVqHlWv1AEpb0fXwOinw6l2vDEYPVihx3Av9wizWoqxUBDnNc7j2uVZsI0UlJ2qx2jTVdw4NCyb4hfkauthb7m4Xyi8H20VTd7I1CGuSbS3yxZrVotBKIiCQYqmaHptLK10xzU7W8IhaII0%2F0YPfw6LR7zXuXa9%2Fts9NaoQaHGgXioVZUFlpHzNFS0TnjauFZsKxBSx3HzGiFFhjKDavQOtwRx7VSPsR7NqPytWqQkWjTQDEAzhZrp7iM41Tet2idI81j2xAeyT1XGe50XCKruMDY0WVBzeVkuGdPHv%2BSW%2Fnk8a8pl7hhTXG1uelFkVqaYBV7gV722SNCxAUyt8grYjUexzs08kWyoebhpnENNiHS2NA4bhg1KJwWVtsqthC51lRhbSLW0NwASuR9ARsDZPSu4QzbZECKiA6MWRAuS7AZYJjcYzBzkt3c7A36stMK1irSQzJvhbLFc7hoajKoDwVcgztKBMdqZjEvx4AaqpAb5hAnIiNqw5rtUr%2Fq9xiIihFTqFEGtmPKrQluHW0zx3sM7JTkYEsaGxY7nlaJL%2BtBfoqmiJvwiVPkiT2hufdYASdWI6kea7AR8TVYKs%2BZh30LgwT2eu0TMHmDATiOenGA5gJSsQrfRX1skcfLgSCFG2N7TeZ3pi3Ck9ss57YN8JFqqSQyxI6%2FIksLu%2ByyhUpe4InAbRAM0K%2BYVB7tQFPzcRNVTYncyF1lulCN1DOks1QaaOghRYeeRfRumpEGijhOIWTai5WABn3NBWJ5kvfjhMbD8e1ieGcRIcPBO%2FepKe1F57WKt6G2zj%2FW0ADc%2FwB%2F1slJf%2B8uJXrtEOap6fujbXGnGyUol1a3C7p1t7mMeQThhPdFZ0c1MH0IF4Kaq1I5H46xs1NjaOnpVldHN%2BCyhYf%2FGWYSsIzmZQl46jWdkIZ0VECyqWdasQctl9JZTZ0bjL%2FmP3CTjdUBSUcBQH2ZdfU5r%2BfWzrM9zWq0NduWNffHsnwqlPQXnVeFtGr19mjYHw1H%2BwOPHo6m0%2Bmd8WQ4HI4m%2B2j83DzGrzc%2FqXhYxFM1mu7vFZPh9G5tG7BS0%2Brs0XRyZ3%2B4tz%2Fduw3zL%2FjT71Jz02y%2Bw2wmxfBuMb6N9uQuz8ksmnYedWc7qp1UxOqde3wxd0piEl8apO98pNsx3mX%2BDD%2FAk6Av8YbbebMOofEfDQbn5%2Bd9sXXqW1cNhHUEarllRNuA26a4PC%2FSWRIWE4lE54ODw4PJ8P7scHxvPNuf3Z8dDA%2Bmt2ez8Xiyj9396eDkxb7wfiPLAbhRJJIWCUEFsgP3RF1cqmsB9BZXYlvQC0pbbOlTgNqhkLQkbRvoUfCFaJ3DQ5FpniKVbXzjFFK5DWvxuIypVL6dh3UTEXDGwWCh6RTLHdiQLT8DUK5vU4jSCFsNySJ5sL4XNevWN8FRCQJHrXwEqfdp%2B%2B2dDzNBVj8%2B3NQX31L%2F4a3yETtGsex6sZDNXO1zopbLBfu35ZbBNkpELr1eSrsAJVHEXEk%2BTtCxJ1k4T0QSfE%2BlIi2zyXwyudEGR%2BXpCPPdy%2Bh7%2F%2FNWBxXlNsryoWzzR0PK5xgyLNYETXP07OM%2Fnv3%2BbafTqdH6a%2FfIyWQ0zKFuHcUo8W0vsv5tFebfpD%2FKNn4WP9hisE%2FaBTfpi2tTwnA8yve%2Be%2FjgaHB4cnQpZPlyjM5g
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AdZG9TgMxDMePj5mZDRZG2ty1XAsjXxIIBCx0ThPnzm3OPuWDtlsRT9X36gOQFjaKlESR%2FbP9t%2F25yvYNO6yQ9vWM3XSVHVmpFHgP%2BlYGqApRlOdi2CimIJHAPZDhVXZQyRhqdn5psWmlCvfpstOiIwQEDBaaG3YzpFO4Zp56u4l3OI4J8l%2BpqibZwKa6kQ3ahbmP1kqCCj%2BAqmdUtQSrHVvI%2FsLwFpF%2BWfPIMv3%2FQ%2BtndSdVDbtoU0v%2Fqs1aofar7FBpxpiLTj%2FvXXQvB8P8QpS9cliKnkY%2FpmV6PS1rboGkhfl0NMiLsuiX%2FWKQXC9yPUlA%2FBnbpBD58Fzk6VQ%2BjsOiTZoyCNLaRRJnFQbQ14sbjhSOT4IDAw5IgR6lHfitOdHbMd4CtKdPIB0hVSZwi8ov9SbjnorOzs%2FqEFp%2F1e0m%2BR12VXdnC9PNct%2FBeWTa%2BwY%3D
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et al., 2018) and (Borg, 2003). Second, 

non-participant classroom observation 

was conducted using a ten-indicator 

checklist adapted from deep learning 

and student-centered pedagogy 

indicators, covering objective-setting, 

module fidelity, active participation, 

prompting questions, critical thinking, 

collaboration, communication, real-life 

relevance, constructive feedback, and 

reflective closure. Third, document 

analysis was conducted on each 

participant's Modul Ajar (teaching 

module) for the observed chapter, 

examining stated learning objectives, 

activity sequencing, and embedded 

assessment/reflection prompts. 

Data were analyzed using the 

interactive qualitative analysis model of 

Miles, Huberman, and Saldana, 

comprising data condensation, data 

display, and conclusion 

drawing/verification. Interview 

transcripts were first read holistically for 

familiarization, then inductively coded; 

codes were grouped into four analytic 

sub-themes: conceptual understanding 

of deep learning, alignment with 

Merdeka Curriculum guidelines, 

enactment and pedagogical realities, 

and challenges and support systems. 

Within-case analysis was conducted for 

each participant before cross-case 

comparison was undertaken to identify 

convergence and divergence. Interview 

and document findings were then 

triangulated against classroom 

observation data to assess the 

correspondence between reported 

beliefs and observed practice, 

consistent with (Borg, 2003)'s emphasis 

on examining the relationship between 

cognition and classroom behavior rather 

than treating self-report as a proxy for 

practice. Trustworthiness was 

addressed through source triangulation 

(interview, observation, document), 

member checking during the interview 

sessions, and thick description of the 

research setting and participants. 

https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AdZG9TgMxDMePj5mZDRZG2ty1XAsjXxIIBCx0ThPnzm3OPuWDtlsRT9X36gOQFjaKlESR%2FbP9t%2F25yvYNO6yQ9vWM3XSVHVmpFHgP%2BlYGqApRlOdi2CimIJHAPZDhVXZQyRhqdn5psWmlCvfpstOiIwQEDBaaG3YzpFO4Zp56u4l3OI4J8l%2BpqibZwKa6kQ3ahbmP1kqCCj%2BAqmdUtQSrHVvI%2FsLwFpF%2BWfPIMv3%2FQ%2BtndSdVDbtoU0v%2Fqs1aofar7FBpxpiLTj%2FvXXQvB8P8QpS9cliKnkY%2FpmV6PS1rboGkhfl0NMiLsuiX%2FWKQXC9yPUlA%2FBnbpBD58Fzk6VQ%2BjsOiTZoyCNLaRRJnFQbQ14sbjhSOT4IDAw5IgR6lHfitOdHbMd4CtKdPIB0hVSZwi8ov9SbjnorOzs%2FqEFp%2F1e0m%2BR12VXdnC9PNct%2FBeWTa%2BwY%3D
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AtVbNbiNFEHZW%2FJ65BCRQH0DKShl7xnbiZC8om92IFZEIJMtKcKHdXTPT8Uz3bPeMHUscFngEXoMLxzwB78GFI6c97YWve8ZONskiceCQxOmurvq%2Bqq%2Bq%2FNNl715qrMqUvicXxs4uex%2FkfOpqy0W9fOu3s1w5VvGKLLM0V7RwjDNHBYlaGc1MimNH3IqcpdaUrM6JpYoK6a%2FgmFSmGdcSb4TBn4LrrOEZsZq4yJXOmNK1YYuc1wyRLKVkLUmGs5wsMe5aS8QXJtMqRP3zxa%2Fti%2B4KNnA122YzbRbbIdyUCkVzvMdnj8lSwf1bl6vKeWw4dMRK0jUv4FqDcSNqeOrArF1LA4jBx23souDOWWPKPnumPAYkJ7W8JJ9J5posI1eDzXTJSuSCZaTJIl7JlQ9IvGQkGxGQ4XidSnC8xXr7RvzXMoLUhXRJ5UTjHEIugKdNJ2mBJwYULIExQns2JbkHbCu5f82Jz1VllbFXkQrg0Z4pXUACyrvaZlvDm69WgNZk2iJsjW4arhOGQBCYEtRnT3AlZcex1Y%2BWiBnK5OpGKnKtSuqFYa4ioVIlmGisVaIpuGUcmfQmd1RokSvkM%2BeQwpRIgwcvlW5LcrewMtSvhNO1C4%2B7UDUKJ5bBAuGuEt1noUXa5gAGqZABAK4hom0fvgAakPJElkF4t6LmAA%2Bd8GmhXA5oqkaDpUEEQbmdKMBLS74S47rJbnNu62jmSsLZnBcNPBPeOZXl6LKQSXjotF%2BoOeDecgTpo4goGIKjeTWaBTYNIC%2B92gouZm33Bl9B712v%2Ba7Fj0P7tVo%2Fh6KUc00o47%2FXaEnoPINSecEVaBl5NVYgQF%2F8GnjvzGMfmAT5mjxCBbJhPNyN4r0SvV1D82Sf6NRc9t7OeFPnxroXhSoraPAIP8bKUX9nnwLKe1SruqDnxyugZx3QdG6KpqTNT6u1z2ODaht72dtQFUy%2FwRPCRIVAratPcLL5dQ7Jtx%2FLwr%2BzatrgifOTV2rMCj%2BBU6iyWMqHxmaUgaCmU1ViXlpTUC%2BFQE5k%2BlIo6UBASKMuPkzifhInk4EDzWQ8Hu%2FFozhO9uMRlDnVL%2FDb6Z%2BVv4z8rUrGk51oFI%2F3Rcmz82GyuzfGyd4wNxVh9tDF7NnVIV5%2FxV%2Beh3SEbJ4P43gUxeMoTsCnzcuUdFk1rWi75G4EQhcfHfJyapVE7p5qsLHOq%2BYESnYz%2FDKNFfTUFsuNd%2FO6rtyDwWCxWPTF6lEfWRgIFH%2FgyM4xI9yAmypa30fhzucSCh74vhsc7T4cx4eT%2Ff290eFwsjvePzpMkp3Jo3E8HB1MJruD05tp4v1KpgOp5lGYSVGoedSJChE6UUVKRyvC7S2EEPGo7ffIpPjU9mcEY785bpiDfBS2U%2BSXU9TtpQi9EkkTIb7HkblmWi8rL4UZtxiLBZ3h3w0AIJN%2Bialy%2FZjQtsUStoXAWJIPl4em0fWH7%2F%2BBjdLNe%2FkMDenC%2BeaPrZ4vXNDx62vjjnZ8wA5W0%2Bz6dod12Iu3psTru7fj185%2FadLaVEq4Xy5776TS%2BN0D2FMl%2BTAoxZwaoTAjTkVYLY7CVGtNpklr4w4s1rJ390VTcg%2BcHK7TsySOh0kruI8fHx0PHp8er1s12B93y4ucF8yrz%2F9%2B9dcPvV4vR7KvxZHJEE0T3GyuWz48x9NGOaQdXfc%2FwB%2FujFuTi89O2y9H6%2FAr5OHditOaxu%2Ffv4HGXuvuk%2BOwrerGT%2BJAxP9rl9hUZCyE89%2FJjFqb8xO3FLkpTLZsOSQ7e5M26NZNDgfiObJ3tfpvVUN%2Bx%2B6gMRrG487jIwipMFW3p7yPx9e%2BLF1Bkb513sP3geLi%2FmqgYEaGMfLGMTnzK%2BtbP5qM3vgH
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AtVbNbiNFEHZW%2FJ65BCRQH0DKShl7xnbiZC8om92IFZEIJMtKcKHdXTPT8Uz3bPeMHUscFngEXoMLxzwB78GFI6c97YWve8ZONskiceCQxOmurvq%2Bqq%2Bq%2FNNl715qrMqUvicXxs4uex%2FkfOpqy0W9fOu3s1w5VvGKLLM0V7RwjDNHBYlaGc1MimNH3IqcpdaUrM6JpYoK6a%2FgmFSmGdcSb4TBn4LrrOEZsZq4yJXOmNK1YYuc1wyRLKVkLUmGs5wsMe5aS8QXJtMqRP3zxa%2Fti%2B4KNnA122YzbRbbIdyUCkVzvMdnj8lSwf1bl6vKeWw4dMRK0jUv4FqDcSNqeOrArF1LA4jBx23souDOWWPKPnumPAYkJ7W8JJ9J5posI1eDzXTJSuSCZaTJIl7JlQ9IvGQkGxGQ4XidSnC8xXr7RvzXMoLUhXRJ5UTjHEIugKdNJ2mBJwYULIExQns2JbkHbCu5f82Jz1VllbFXkQrg0Z4pXUACyrvaZlvDm69WgNZk2iJsjW4arhOGQBCYEtRnT3AlZcex1Y%2BWiBnK5OpGKnKtSuqFYa4ioVIlmGisVaIpuGUcmfQmd1RokSvkM%2BeQwpRIgwcvlW5LcrewMtSvhNO1C4%2B7UDUKJ5bBAuGuEt1noUXa5gAGqZABAK4hom0fvgAakPJElkF4t6LmAA%2Bd8GmhXA5oqkaDpUEEQbmdKMBLS74S47rJbnNu62jmSsLZnBcNPBPeOZXl6LKQSXjotF%2BoOeDecgTpo4goGIKjeTWaBTYNIC%2B92gouZm33Bl9B712v%2Ba7Fj0P7tVo%2Fh6KUc00o47%2FXaEnoPINSecEVaBl5NVYgQF%2F8GnjvzGMfmAT5mjxCBbJhPNyN4r0SvV1D82Sf6NRc9t7OeFPnxroXhSoraPAIP8bKUX9nnwLKe1SruqDnxyugZx3QdG6KpqTNT6u1z2ODaht72dtQFUy%2FwRPCRIVAratPcLL5dQ7Jtx%2FLwr%2BzatrgifOTV2rMCj%2BBU6iyWMqHxmaUgaCmU1ViXlpTUC%2BFQE5k%2BlIo6UBASKMuPkzifhInk4EDzWQ8Hu%2FFozhO9uMRlDnVL%2FDb6Z%2BVv4z8rUrGk51oFI%2F3Rcmz82GyuzfGyd4wNxVh9tDF7NnVIV5%2FxV%2Beh3SEbJ4P43gUxeMoTsCnzcuUdFk1rWi75G4EQhcfHfJyapVE7p5qsLHOq%2BYESnYz%2FDKNFfTUFsuNd%2FO6rtyDwWCxWPTF6lEfWRgIFH%2FgyM4xI9yAmypa30fhzucSCh74vhsc7T4cx4eT%2Ff290eFwsjvePzpMkp3Jo3E8HB1MJruD05tp4v1KpgOp5lGYSVGoedSJChE6UUVKRyvC7S2EEPGo7ffIpPjU9mcEY785bpiDfBS2U%2BSXU9TtpQi9EkkTIb7HkblmWi8rL4UZtxiLBZ3h3w0AIJN%2Bialy%2FZjQtsUStoXAWJIPl4em0fWH7%2F%2BBjdLNe%2FkMDenC%2BeaPrZ4vXNDx62vjjnZ8wA5W0%2Bz6dod12Iu3psTru7fj185%2FadLaVEq4Xy5776TS%2BN0D2FMl%2BTAoxZwaoTAjTkVYLY7CVGtNpklr4w4s1rJ390VTcg%2BcHK7TsySOh0kruI8fHx0PHp8er1s12B93y4ucF8yrz%2F9%2B9dcPvV4vR7KvxZHJEE0T3GyuWz48x9NGOaQdXfc%2FwB%2FujFuTi89O2y9H6%2FAr5OHditOaxu%2Ffv4HGXuvuk%2BOwrerGT%2BJAxP9rl9hUZCyE89%2FJjFqb8xO3FLkpTLZsOSQ7e5M26NZNDgfiObJ3tfpvVUN%2Bx%2B6gMRrG487jIwipMFW3p7yPx9e%2BLF1Bkb513sP3geLi%2FmqgYEaGMfLGMTnzK%2BtbP5qM3vgH
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Table 1 Summary of Classroom Observation Results for Two Participants 

No Indikator Observasi 
Partisipan 1 
(Kelas VIII) 

Partisipan 2 
(Kelas IX) 

1 
Guru menjelaskan tujuan pembelajaran secara jelas di 

awal 
Ya Ya 

2 Aktivitas pembelajaran sesuai dengan Modul Ajar Ya Ya 

3 
Siswa berpartisipasi aktif (menjawab, berdiskusi, 

mengerjakan tugas) 
Ya Ya 

4 
Guru menggunakan pertanyaan pemantik untuk 

merangsang berpikir 
Ya Ya 

5 
Siswa didorong berpikir kritis (menganalisis, 

mengevaluasi) 
Ya Ya 

6 
Siswa berkolaborasi dengan teman secara 

berpasangan/kelompok 
Ya Ya 

7 
Siswa mengomunikasikan ide secara lisan maupun 

tertulis 
Ya Ya 

8 
Aktivitas pembelajaran terkait konteks kehidupan 

nyata siswa 
Ya Ya 

9 
Guru memberikan umpan balik yang konstruktif dan 

apresiatif 
Ya Ya 

10 
Terdapat refleksi/ulasan penutup di akhir 

pembelajaran 
Ya Ya 

Sumber: hasil observasi kelas, 4 Agustus 2026 (diolah dari lembar Observation Checklist masing-

masing partisipan). Untuk menjamin kredibilitas dan keabsahan temuan, peneliti menerapkan 

triangulasi data dengan membandingkan hasil observasi, transkrip wawancara mendalam, dan 

analisis dokumen kurikulum (Purwanti et al., 2024).  

https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AxVhNbBxJFXaWBFDEjT0sKxaVBBI2eMb2zDixEUvs%2FG1Mks3EdjYgcaCmq3q67OqudlX3%2FEQcAsvekDhzXm5IOa%2BvCIkLnPe8SGgPCwIJskhrCfhe1XTP2E7QRkZaS%2BOZ6Xr16v1873uv5qeHc5%2FvR0mZ7W%2BJ0Tfa6x2xIqNe4%2FIqbzc66z3RWGvHK40V0VntrUVr7dXLvK9NxAtjD%2BfO7eW8L98s0560vdZ6bKzqq%2Bx8mov4luonGq%2FCQUz5Hcpk7heHcy%2BJXs%2BMDufOx4kkgaMrn7x3%2F6N3vvae0DIujjaWf4PP9%2F8SFSY%2F2vjuV%2Bef%2FvaXP5JDJYrkaOP%2BPx998MaTl2eO%2FdwLKvzeF568%2FOiDW7XCf118PX%2F3%2FTMovEL2zX9cK3yKpY%2FeOYPCjb%2B%2F%2B%2F7F1w9qhf%2FAt%2FzXZ1C4%2BWdvUqXw3pf%2BgL8%2FvpjCWz%2FxeQgKry96DZXC13wIL76YwtUMaXjjSVB4o3vM5e7vPk2WN1oh8s9y%2BebNmP6mWfZJP4OF3eOw6f7%2BrLDpvt2mv9rCj73BZ1H4b2%2FumVw%2BpvD%2ByC%2F9D2DLg9IUcnzhw91EOaaygdED6ZhMc23GKuszwQvOCqt41i%2B1JwBWyCjJ1EEJOVFaEioSGQQjo7WMvFRuTSSda7LrpzWoLNKlwP7IGucaVsbSyiyqz4utSRkbcKtM6ZgzpYWqRVYWSqtHXkoBGdhSsFQWiRFGm74iEZ4JxouZdVfAWVixo1KluWWFYeyg5FoVMGUgmZVOchsli1MneMb12CEcJsZDvLuiFOOp0Xjs5awUpfd1MXyHy1CWkeL62UBaFavAnME6YfmQXIgM6XPEqGy%2By4uCBFrLK52FJtuWrtSFY7swSSOIFE7Ns4z2wbstp3mqInZDy5TOs2O2EyXGaLbLy1gdqDFPyFxjc2N5AZMLyaOEdqdGlNDY9Kqj0voYnVidekohuSutkPtILYRVVOoyhelpbjLsXGTd1UXWKxFwA%2FHMFFiDy6zb2t7EGaRXWsdKh9BWKVGwSMAtbr0%2FkwziMMOE1MiJnfiMdLoyShh3jJdCmUU2UA6pC3HcV5l0MLBAIHgOtNFZcIzdMkMJJT6hVjKOl1AuB5gKQATOebfkSEbAEyKLdNbGcORzEOR6shhKGYSrsAV4RQWMqIM2CaXmzlkD2KrMFTbggmpgoAS87Y29Hr%2BHAoLjIynJadprsoLSYMpCwylRmXgiLeGgiYpGZKWPYy1UJU%2FzaB%2BFhRRZmcjMEchdIfPa89rZSYUuIgLIjGMaJUIqqe5kQYBnU2Fol3pSYOEIBav7BK%2BZZE5y2WT3wlmGcsASbAr15cPEKicob5piTUtda3rAc%2BMqd9B4p9I43716ZyGcTgjBduWoqoHPDBVCNsIPv9OBu3wSn11lTRZUE4ORaT0n7SCMNMG4k4GB3aj9MqLPcan1mKVcUDAnZ6cG0LIykrlnElhHWlJEBGQHaxNryn5S01gqhSJyEZNYhnw%2BC3pcpaRNZghcND3wm6BLCERet8pQAMFXDwXaO%2FZfyfwUpO7JmPeIAci8obH7TSbo7XDuywnvAaY4c3zhh2TGhOIci02EavVRkiM0gZrfKx64NuUBhS4RGMijHcxEgjlGxSlHySlHOc9RPmc7MuUWDWGRbWUCVOIUb7It5DWXkedLirYcQQPWkHQ8RsArNjhBiYvVg%2BP2EDltb556CARBmh7MKPB1PV04vickqmoUbAgLACvifsQJ2KI0gLocshOQMNtfQkUssj6nUph21Ak4qIjsQMkhMBgrqRH4Y7j0WEZKThgTq0xAl4NVA8k18UCC8A8TBQagJFSxTjjRSd0JSO6ZqTzdAgKcVUXGM8EKvDqkf54ygq0wpc8tWeXPqEhkll0D7r1PJFIRyISEPQkA8NyhUXuhbZ6gmnjG7ijNNglPWVUMBPIYzqKKNjUiTLE8yULBBsQ%2BNehM
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Gambar 1 Matriks Triangulasi Hasil Observasi Kelas pada Dua Partisipan 

C. Finding and Discussion 

1. Findings 

Sub-tema 1: Pemahaman Konseptual 

tentang Deep Learning 

Both participants articulated deep 

learning through the government's 

mindful-meaningful-joyful triad, but 

grounded that abstract policy language 

in concrete classroom meaning. 

Participant 1 (Grade VIII) described 

deep learning as pembelajaran yang 

memuliakan peserta didik ('learning that 

honors the learner'), explaining that it 

must make students conscious of the 

value of what they are learning 

(berkesadaran), feel that the material 

matters to them (bermakna), and 

experience learning without pressure 

(joyful). He explicitly distinguished deep 

learning from conventional teaching by 

locating the teacher's role as facilitator 

rather than the sole source of 

knowledge: 'di pembelajaran mendalam 

itu guru itu benar-benar hanya sebagai 

fasilitator' (in deep learning, the teacher 

is truly just a facilitator). 

Participant 2 (Grade IX) offered a 

converging but more application-

oriented account, emphasizing that 

deep learning in English lessons means 

enabling students to apply English in 

daily encounters—reading signs, 

understanding shop slogans, or 

producing the simple communicative 

exchanges required at Fase D. He 

distinguished deep learning from 

conventional instruction primarily 
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through differentiation: whereas 

conventional teaching assumes 'satu 

materi, satu tujuan pembelajaran, siswa 

itu harus paham semuanya' (one 

material, one objective, all students 

must understand equally), deep 

learning requires the teacher to 

accommodate varying levels of student 

understanding toward the same 

learning goal. 

Both teachers traced their 

understanding of deep learning to 

structured institutional exposure rather 

than pre-service training alone: 

Participant 1 cited In-House Training 

(IHT) organized by the school principal 

together with a supervising officer 

(pengawas bina), MGMP subject-

teacher forums featuring national 

resource persons, and district-level 

training (diklat Dinas Pendidikan), 

supplemented by independent 

searching online. Participant 2 traced 

his first exposure to national-level policy 

socialization by the Minister of 

Education, followed by ongoing self-

directed reading via the ministry's digital 

learning platform and discussion within 

the school's Komunitas Belajar 

(Kombel). This pattern indicates that 

both teachers' conceptual cognition of 

deep learning was substantially shaped 

by externally provided, institutionally 

mediated professional learning rather 

than solely by personal interpretation of 

curriculum documents-consistent with 

(Borg, 2003)'s view that teacher 

cognition is formed cumulatively 

through professional community and 

training exposure, not derived from 

policy text in isolation. 

Sub-tema 2: Keselarasan dengan 

Pedoman Kurikulum Merdeka 

Both teachers demonstrated clear 

procedural alignment with the Merdeka 

Curriculum's CP-ATP (Capaian 

Pembelajaran-Alur Tujuan 

Pembelajaran) planning architecture, 

though the depth of collaborative 

process differed slightly by grade level. 

Participant 2 described a structured, 

community-based planning process: the 

school's seven or eight English teachers 

convene in grade-level Kombel groups 

(Grade 7, 8, 9) to jointly interpret the CP 

into ATP, before individually developing 

Program Tahunan (Prota) and Program 

Semester (Promes). Contextual 

material selection was explicitly tied to 

available school facilities, and where 

authentic contextualization was not 

feasible, teachers substituted mediated 

resources such as projected images, 

audio, and video. 

Participant 1's account of planning was 

more classroom-adaptive: rather than 

https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AtVbNbiNFEHZW%2FJ65BCRQH0DKShl7xnbiZC8om92IFZEIJMtKcKHdXTPT8Uz3bPeMHUscFngEXoMLxzwB78GFI6c97YWve8ZONskiceCQxOmurvq%2Bqq%2Bq%2FNNl715qrMqUvicXxs4uex%2FkfOpqy0W9fOu3s1w5VvGKLLM0V7RwjDNHBYlaGc1MimNH3IqcpdaUrM6JpYoK6a%2FgmFSmGdcSb4TBn4LrrOEZsZq4yJXOmNK1YYuc1wyRLKVkLUmGs5wsMe5aS8QXJtMqRP3zxa%2Fti%2B4KNnA122YzbRbbIdyUCkVzvMdnj8lSwf1bl6vKeWw4dMRK0jUv4FqDcSNqeOrArF1LA4jBx23souDOWWPKPnumPAYkJ7W8JJ9J5posI1eDzXTJSuSCZaTJIl7JlQ9IvGQkGxGQ4XidSnC8xXr7RvzXMoLUhXRJ5UTjHEIugKdNJ2mBJwYULIExQns2JbkHbCu5f82Jz1VllbFXkQrg0Z4pXUACyrvaZlvDm69WgNZk2iJsjW4arhOGQBCYEtRnT3AlZcex1Y%2BWiBnK5OpGKnKtSuqFYa4ioVIlmGisVaIpuGUcmfQmd1RokSvkM%2BeQwpRIgwcvlW5LcrewMtSvhNO1C4%2B7UDUKJ5bBAuGuEt1noUXa5gAGqZABAK4hom0fvgAakPJElkF4t6LmAA%2Bd8GmhXA5oqkaDpUEEQbmdKMBLS74S47rJbnNu62jmSsLZnBcNPBPeOZXl6LKQSXjotF%2BoOeDecgTpo4goGIKjeTWaBTYNIC%2B92gouZm33Bl9B712v%2Ba7Fj0P7tVo%2Fh6KUc00o47%2FXaEnoPINSecEVaBl5NVYgQF%2F8GnjvzGMfmAT5mjxCBbJhPNyN4r0SvV1D82Sf6NRc9t7OeFPnxroXhSoraPAIP8bKUX9nnwLKe1SruqDnxyugZx3QdG6KpqTNT6u1z2ODaht72dtQFUy%2FwRPCRIVAratPcLL5dQ7Jtx%2FLwr%2BzatrgifOTV2rMCj%2BBU6iyWMqHxmaUgaCmU1ViXlpTUC%2BFQE5k%2BlIo6UBASKMuPkzifhInk4EDzWQ8Hu%2FFozhO9uMRlDnVL%2FDb6Z%2BVv4z8rUrGk51oFI%2F3Rcmz82GyuzfGyd4wNxVh9tDF7NnVIV5%2FxV%2Beh3SEbJ4P43gUxeMoTsCnzcuUdFk1rWi75G4EQhcfHfJyapVE7p5qsLHOq%2BYESnYz%2FDKNFfTUFsuNd%2FO6rtyDwWCxWPTF6lEfWRgIFH%2FgyM4xI9yAmypa30fhzucSCh74vhsc7T4cx4eT%2Ff290eFwsjvePzpMkp3Jo3E8HB1MJruD05tp4v1KpgOp5lGYSVGoedSJChE6UUVKRyvC7S2EEPGo7ffIpPjU9mcEY785bpiDfBS2U%2BSXU9TtpQi9EkkTIb7HkblmWi8rL4UZtxiLBZ3h3w0AIJN%2Bialy%2FZjQtsUStoXAWJIPl4em0fWH7%2F%2BBjdLNe%2FkMDenC%2BeaPrZ4vXNDx62vjjnZ8wA5W0%2Bz6dod12Iu3psTru7fj185%2FadLaVEq4Xy5776TS%2BN0D2FMl%2BTAoxZwaoTAjTkVYLY7CVGtNpklr4w4s1rJ390VTcg%2BcHK7TsySOh0kruI8fHx0PHp8er1s12B93y4ucF8yrz%2F9%2B9dcPvV4vR7KvxZHJEE0T3GyuWz48x9NGOaQdXfc%2FwB%2FujFuTi89O2y9H6%2FAr5OHditOaxu%2Ffv4HGXuvuk%2BOwrerGT%2BJAxP9rl9hUZCyE89%2FJjFqb8xO3FLkpTLZsOSQ7e5M26NZNDgfiObJ3tfpvVUN%2Bx%2B6gMRrG487jIwipMFW3p7yPx9e%2BLF1Bkb513sP3geLi%2FmqgYEaGMfLGMTnzK%2BtbP5qM3vgH
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describing a formal community process 

in detail, he emphasized reading 

classroom character before finalizing an 

approach-'kita pelajari dulu bagaimana 

nih karakter di kelas ini' (we first study 

what this class's character is like)-and 

adapting material toward what students 

actually experience in daily life, for 

instance replacing a traditional letter-

writing task with email writing, or a 

printed poster task with a social-media 

video assignment. This reflects an 

implicit form of differentiation embedded 

in material contextualization rather than 

in the formalized Kombel process 

reported by Participant 2, suggesting 

that both teachers converge on the 

Merdeka Curriculum's central 

expectation of contextual, learner-

relevant material selection even as their 

planning routines differ in formality. 

 
Figure 2 Frequency Distribution of Teacher Perception Themes from Interview Coding Results 
Table 2 Summary of Comparison of Perceptions Themes Between Participants 

Sub-tema Partisipan 1 (Kelas VIII) Partisipan 2 (Kelas IX) 

Pemahaman 

konseptual deep 

learning 

Berkesadaran-bermakna-

menggembirakan; guru sebagai 

fasilitator 

Penerapan Bahasa Inggris dalam 

konteks harian; diferensiasi tujuan 

Keselarasan dengan 

Kurikulum Merdeka 
Adaptasi materi berbasis karakter 

kelas 
CP-ATP melalui Kombel lintas 

jenjang; Prota/Promes terstruktur 

Pelaksanaan & realitas 

pedagogis 
Toleransi kesalahan; habituasi 

literasi 5 kata kerja/pertemuan 
Model games, jigsaw, role-play; 

aplikasi recount text buatan sendiri 

Tantangan & sistem 

dukungan 
Transisi karir SD-SMP; beban 

diferensiasi; rasa takut siswa 

Motivasi siswa rendah; 

ketergantungan gawai; tantangan 

pelafalan NNET 
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Classroom observation and Modul 

Ajar documentation (Table 1) 

substantially corroborated reported 

enactment strategies, indicating a 

comparatively strong alignment 

between stated cognition and 

observed practice for both teachers. 

Participant 1 described tolerating 

student error to build speaking 

courage before correcting form—

'yang penting mereka berani aja dulu 

bicara ... kesalahan ini harus segera 

diperbaiki, enggak usah' (what 

matters is that they dare to speak first; 

the errors don't need to be corrected 

right away)-and permitting code-

switching that is gradually translated 

into English. This scaffolding 

approach was mirrored in his Modul 

Ajar, which embeds explicit sentence 

starters and repeated prompting-

question routines ('What can you see 

in this picture?', 'Who is she?') across 

every meeting, and in an ongoing 

literacy habituation practice in which 

students memorize and submit five 

verbs each session, a routine he 

began in 2023 to build the vocabulary 

base needed for verb-tense 

transformation tasks. 

Participant 2 described a more 

explicitly model-driven pedagogy, 

citing games-based teaching, window 

shopping, jigsaw, role-play, discovery 

learning, and cooperative learning, 

and reporting that roughly 80% of his 

classroom activities are collaborative 

rather than individual. He also 

described developing a self-made 

mobile application for recount-text 

learning, allowing students to practice 

independently outside class time. Both 

teachers reported authentic, formative 

assessment combining written, oral, 

and attitudinal components, and both 

described a feedback sequence that 

begins with appreciation before 

moving to corrective suggestion-

Participant 1 explicitly rejected blunt 

error-flagging ('jangan "Ini salah!"', 

don't just say 'this is wrong!') in favor 

of guided suggestion, while Participant 

2 linked feedback to a formal 

remedial-enrichment (remedial-

pengayaan) cycle tied to percentage-

based achievement analysis. 

Reflective closure—asking students 

what they learned or found difficult-

was present in both teachers' self-

reports, their Modul Ajar documents, 

and observation field notes, satisfying 

Indicator 10 of the observation 

checklist for both participants. 

Sub-tema 4: Tantangan dan Sistem 

Dukungan 
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Despite converging enactment 

patterns, both teachers reported 

substantial and partly distinct 

challenges. Participant 1's central 

challenge was biographical: after 

graduating in English education, he 

spent an extended period teaching as 

a generalist primary school (SD) 

classroom teacher before returning to 

secondary English teaching in 2023, 

which he described as requiring him to 

reopen and relearn subject-specific 

competence-'kemampuan bahasa 

Inggris saya ... tergerus gitu karena 

biasa dengan guru kelas di SD' (my 

English ability eroded from being used 

to being a generalist SD teacher). 

Layered onto this was the workload of 

differentiation, requiring him to design 

multiple material and assessment 

levels within a single class, and 

students' affective resistance—fear of 

being laughed at, shyness inherited 

from limited discussion habituation in 

elementary school. 

Participant 2's challenges centered 

more directly on student-side barriers 

and his own NNET identity: limited 

student use of physical dictionaries 

despite gadget access, low self-

efficacy expressed by students as 

'saya enggak bisa bahasa Inggris' (I 

can't do English), and, as a non-native 

speaker himself, an ongoing need to 

refine pronunciation and deepen 

mastery of varying text-type structures 

(narrative, report, recount, 

descriptive). Both teachers, however, 

converged strongly on support 

systems: In-House Training, MGMP 

subject forums (Participant 2 

specifically named a monthly Rayon 5 

MGMP), school-level Kombel, and 

district/ministry-facilitated training and 

online resources were cited by both as 

the primary mechanisms through 

which they narrowed the gap between 

deep learning's ambitious demands 

and their self-perceived competence. 

2. Discussion  
When read through the (Borg, 2003) 

teacher cognition framework, these 

findings suggest that both NNETs' 

classroom enactment of deep learning 

is substantially mediated by beliefs 

formed through professional 

community participation rather than 

derived directly from curriculum text. 

Their shared mindful-meaningful-

joyful framing did not originate from 

independent reading of the Merdeka 

Curriculum's philosophical documents 

alone, but from socially situated 

learning experiences-IHT, MGMP, 

Kombel, and ministry socialization-

that Borg identifies as central to how 
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language teacher cognition is 

constructed and revised over a career. 

The close correspondence between 

reported beliefs, Modul Ajar 

documentation, and observed 

classroom practice (Table 1, Figure 1) 

is notable given that curriculum-

implementation research elsewhere 

has frequently reported a policy-

practice gap driven by ambiguous or 

unfamiliar reform content 

(Yembergenova et al., 2024). In this 

case, the near-uniform 'Ya' (Yes) 

ratings across all ten observation 

indicators for both participants 

suggest that, at the level of externally 

visible behavior, deep learning's 

procedural expectations—objective-

setting, prompting questions, 

collaboration, contextualization, 

feedback, and reflection—were 

consistently enacted. This is 

consistent with findings that teacher 

readiness and confidence, rather than 

curriculum wording itself, are the 

strongest determinants of faithful 

enactment of learner-centered reform 

(Syafryadin et al., 2022). 

At the same time, a revealing tension 

emerges between this observed 

procedural fidelity and both teachers' 

self-reported linguistic insecurity. 

Participant 1 explicitly stated that his 

own grammar, vocabulary, and 

pronunciation are 'belum optimal' (not 

yet optimal), and Participant 2 

described an ongoing need to refine 

his pronunciation and structural 

knowledge as a non-native speaker. 

This mirrors (Deng et al., 2023)’s 

finding that NNESTs' professional 

identity remains shadowed by 

persistent language-competence self-

doubt even where their pedagogical 

practice is judged effective, and aligns 

with (Selvi et al., 2023)’s argument 

that native-speakerist ideology 

continues to structure how non-native 

teachers evaluate themselves 

regardless of demonstrated classroom 

competence. Both participants 

appeared to cognitively resolve this 

tension not by claiming linguistic 

mastery, but by reframing their 

professional value around facilitation, 

empathetic understanding of learner 

difficulty (particularly salient for 

Participant 2, who explicitly linked his 

own regional/linguistic background to 

understanding his students' 

pronunciation struggles), and 

continuous, community-supported 

self-improvement-an adaptive 

cognitive strategy that resonates with 

the understanding that teacher 

cognition is not static but continuously 
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reconstructed through classroom 

experience and professional dialogue 

(Meirink et al., 2007). 

The study's second notable pattern 

concerns differentiation. Both 

teachers independently identified 

accommodating heterogeneous 

student ability as a defining feature 

separating deep learning from 

conventional, uniform instruction, yet 

both also identified differentiation as 

their most tangible added workload. 

This suggests that while NNETs in this 

study have internalized differentiation 

as a core belief consistent with 

Merdeka Curriculum policy intent, the 

practical infrastructure to support it—

time, assessment tools, class-size 

accommodation—has not scaled at 

the same pace as the belief itself, 

echoing broader concerns that 

ambitious learner-centered reforms 

frequently outpace the operational 

capacity of the schools implementing 

them (Sakata et al., 2022). 

D. Conclution 
This study set out to answer how non-

native English teachers at the junior 

high school level perceive the 

integration of deep learning under the 

Merdeka Curriculum. Drawing on 

interview, observation, and document 

data from two NNETs teaching Grade 

VIII and Grade IX English, the findings 

show that both teachers conceptualize 

deep learning consistently through the 

government's mindful-meaningful-

joyful triad, translate this 

understanding into CP-ATP-aligned, 

contextually adapted lesson planning, 

and enact facilitative, student-

centered classroom strategies that 

were independently corroborated 

through direct classroom observation. 

At the same time, both teachers' 

cognition is marked by a persistent 

tension between their belief in and 

practiced enactment of deep learning 

pedagogy, and enduring self-doubt 

about their own English proficiency as 

non-native speakers, compounded by 

the added workload of differentiated 

instruction and students' affective 

resistance to English use. 

Theoretically, the study extends (Borg, 

2003)'s teacher cognition framework 

to the under-researched context of 

Indonesian junior high school NNETs 

navigating a national pedagogical 

reform, showing that institutionally 

mediated professional learning 

communities (IHT, MGMP, Kombel) 

function as the primary channel 

through which policy-level 

pedagogical constructs are cognitively 

internalized and behaviorally enacted. 

https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3A7VY9bxxFGD6DAjQ0VKFAmgKhRLLPe3eO7dAgSIhISMAQi7TMzry7O77Zmc3M7Pm2QQHED6Cko%2BBP%2BCfwN5CQqIAiXRqe2bk7X4gdBYSoLNmn3dn343nej2f365PBy4V1qlTmVXrY2kDdpen7TFjjlSTHc02M17Y1gdmCidY5wqUjT9yJilnDAnFRKVMybmS6IcdItoIHhceFFa0nv7LEQ2G15rl1vcGQHZ51zJRnDdK0NSGqZTlgsMYekytazTSym5iTzEw5a%2BoICjSWKfwvj36Auy3IewTjmkmakbZNNByyjxBnRm6TUd0opwSerxgBQRtYZY9XsRgXoeVadyktU2Yd6oyYpxAAxkfMmosprofsNvhWOPChld3mKWIEUzMVFEoCMsRo3mjrQBJhHelEHoQdNdYFnIuKmxLWfdrSwBUGqPU26OZU8ZmyrYvN8Wp%2BijlUPLCGu6CEaniM8wzs0tm28ah%2FBe5Pe%2FfIlAnkZoqO4cwLXCcPVhMlurHhXHvLuJ%2BmLiXQa%2B2ZN%2BQUGZHwcyYxaAHl1rbMrZ2mrKrGY9m6vjwselgZCVlDrEOoIfsM9YdfD5ujnV0%2FUQXLbaiY5IEzjyLELHFk9IKuR5MjaVOosk1j1Xtd8a2AbZyMeH%2F1zOZEcv%2BsB0OGvdHWo1A6ckMDQl%2FavyHwGK5YrtihF4Jy%2FsCt2NbWBwxoP0PPwbxs9vOJWTS7r5sgZ6JRxO%2FqNJqxL8dYAkkciBcbFwHXFCor0zyxSpUVM22doxhRN9Yi9C14bghW8y4ufFwNriKCvIulBGzseB2jBZqHCPq4UtjZVObT6bVuupIV3FaY0LRpGK2oADHXscLoGFqs%2BXp2waFaRBrxPUHxMHK9JqQscEGhuXjYqri1SycMw2a06CHSJlpE06cLVzhbRwuVlI542ZIfygj2ZPBGxXMfHJp%2BIb8X8nshvxfyeyG%2F%2F4f8Qi9i%2F0nexJKW42x8bWs0qiPDyNzdNoU9GVwqeYs0zj%2FSqm4wGbfwb50cD8d7pLxv6SWsZNDUrkjH8e1vwKyYWQ0dfb1Zhb1roc7WnQw2IA4lfR6H4GTwkgJaHw5wcvn7SvPF5U86%2BjmVt3Dx38JOGl5H%2B6LgtdJdeQ%2BklJlSieE06g4XNsfSk3RW0%2BBZ%2BwL2R6hUb350wFsNa3ZjeJ59%2BQU5bFSTHOQnSthkWlTcH8jisVDSo0pCWjV%2Fc5QNR9l%2Btj2aXNvJdjP8jUbXxjvXd6XyuXmEX2%2B%2BUfHpFp6N1WhnL9sajff2Rc3Lo3G2u783uj7enVRICKmh%2BfTB6SG8P%2BWPj%2Fqa9y2DQ7a3lU22xmNUzJQtKpaTqZs218qjFamDGz2l5pB3EHv2DrvluBHKl77NQ9dErtNeqzUd4nYD80K2%2BFgZuX5MUE7dwVYLheX9oLsR38uXfwsYOpQT6yofYPR9On4rjcT8zrOqtPaSRArIjIS%2BnkrPuXpTBNsoEUfglULaGqMEMLmSfNzTs%2FetUAh0XyTJp0KRlskknySbowPficpC%2FzucFoejbHey2z%2BZX7ltjJ2ljMvR7ef47hLYvbRs5AV27Ml7f%2Fz6MxsMBhWKuJZJTsbZziLizdO3PnDFWB8uP0xwfwrlXxGanGmzYJVl%2BwsMy8%2BbVeYlJ3xe%2BUo17D6%2BECDzK1bf%2FfnlWawmC1ZqFeg%2FRz3ZGaUQ87efRntIojJ9pfBdA51Kr7Il4t%2BffPXjiyGWcdhfg6bq%2BdUqhMa%2Fu72NpR1aV26fu7fTqOeQgPiS3PgL
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3A7Vm9jhvJEaZ8%2FoMdOTPgwG0HBwlYccnlrqz1BYZO0sGyz%2FJKu5ZCo2emZqbFnu5Rdw%2FJcaSD4dyJH2bfw0%2FgF3ByF11yX%2FX8kPtz0OGgkIGWw57u6q%2Bqvq%2BqCH1xOfkot04VyvyE3jY2UPvzV48SH5xMg7golRfSBZVqErWzK5URFkRqq9pRScarFQmspU7VgZ%2FtitxK0VrYXISShKpqTRWZIIOyhlc1SWfI%2Fe%2Fdv1MsO8pETZksbNGKu58%2FPrsnlBHarvFeSJOJSmWZJnxTBrcSrm5wSpGfiscW92fkZAJ0QVV0ICprqD2IBx1527gUeEsJYAmRgekV%2BYArcQfu4o9KmnZrVKyt09kaVjsjLQWxJuGD0lpomS5vOJ%2FYrGW3iGNjUsK9hXSZMoVQwV%2F3n23aJrAncCCG17dAVOF1iqMxdBKuZEIGUVg2k1BrcYyjqVWlOkue71QmU7i2kRoImwz4D4DO5MrgfNL2McFKoE2Id3vJeLANnluH2IlgYSnHA1JuTYEHWddapTJRWoU2nioICZNa%2BWERhzhGbrAdfQERZJAeEQOhcE7q1sM%2FbMEHBx2IT4%2FFG2QF7wZaeVE3CUyXDJnCmtP0J2ka6VpxNJvNI4AnlFKV4L6j2dHsQHjSlLLFBNfBrhG0YcwqwK9UNx4BOqRN%2FyRAzkBOyal4JALJquOmI86VBxvTkpwXDXKs2NzTs7Nn4NvLmAyOBwC8OH8pnr9SK8uuI6fWBcBIYcN0ROncBQ0Rhp2IIFqIXGgclNFT7ioh1tKDgjUkwAlbUitWElDBaDCjSUuB9x07QWvKmjQe44RTCGAHUCDzrahjOFUtTUB2o3AolDYDjs%2BU80HjOGPrduewyIwCxyDeGiAjtoSYb0MsNaw6W6EkRL2YpiJnm5jQ6CGrzQeRaum9s7aCeAh%2BdlqBQjJbKSMDwQ6izkHean4qzgl2sgFWz3yWUFC5YvpHhgknwUlOGNMIRUnBv%2BgeGQ4S8oZ3N%2BOKsCAUht2RqbPed8Vo1AtUMcDmPJbWYqm28LuvHh29vU0Vge%2BaVqQ7wbqIWWoEtylKpAEFD%2BmorVexAPJhgxLQVcNe6gNIAHQFnMsR1206roRgJzW8apM3oDrbGgtMT6TRNlPI42nNZ2KFoIwFnkHETJHRGJLD5dyIBiBMAEyGwlrNMoCPtBoUwTynldQNEnjlOhYRcpFSHbju5E7iZuuWt%2BeBLwQVPL4zKA4Ob4jIuIjx7V3Y47u8iVIZQUh8yZRPGw9hdoriKFghhw7FBsJul%2BLHlVQ6NgX4XYZQ%2B98fHrZwoJkmdHjyu6fePPkb%2Ff3FCxF7yFgcryB72QuNtld02nnSC4azM3YL0M2RjCXuff3tgBtK2jiHt5DGB28qr0voDdgMk4lZYAouMQGFKAZwXFuzTkvS9dW6EuSSSqtBf4%2FikLJz6xK1pK%2BEpV1znuGeIw1ycKNFhKB%2BD0XoLJYHZRo0nrE6M5xBr7EfDUruGHFdJdcptC0KKENbqUzFs%2BtU2nVkt7bzLewLtwMgr%2BAiVsfC%2BG3HYoQSNL8cnSVqFqNErCkoH9iFCl1V3Kg4VRs0OX43knddKvwd0cO9mvtGY6A1fIPA8sbFuJIpZVR248TS2LWmrKBP2NuurDdaulgkRgV3LQjFXhSyHsKy02x4hTgpQDYC6jPxnnDzBBcnh90avRuhm4Hs48T9m1lWg9NIFhzs%2BXNX3us4sAlcd3h6iLHBWnudNvxWam1xXT%2FvRIoNs1ywawihL%2Bc3ZstbiflJTP%2Fd5F7kbryzklzTodNtJU6bCmGOlXZUyG5aU5B5mLLiEGDQ%2FXktHo75iwfQtPHk80ZfwzfNuExeTn5RDsVrP2nvJ%2B39pL2ftPeT9n7S3k%2Fa%2B0l7P2nvJ%2B39pP0BJm1Ehd9Q9gToCkwyD%2B7PFhX7DS2Qe2Zyezn5USEbtBbn38H3GhXuM%2FzDpLaYzk9Ied%2FQ
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AtVbNbiNFEHZW%2FJ65BCRQH0DKShl7xnbiZC8om92IFZEIJMtKcKHdXTPT8Uz3bPeMHUscFngEXoMLxzwB78GFI6c97YWve8ZONskiceCQxOmurvq%2Bqq%2Bq%2FNNl715qrMqUvicXxs4uex%2FkfOpqy0W9fOu3s1w5VvGKLLM0V7RwjDNHBYlaGc1MimNH3IqcpdaUrM6JpYoK6a%2FgmFSmGdcSb4TBn4LrrOEZsZq4yJXOmNK1YYuc1wyRLKVkLUmGs5wsMe5aS8QXJtMqRP3zxa%2Fti%2B4KNnA122YzbRbbIdyUCkVzvMdnj8lSwf1bl6vKeWw4dMRK0jUv4FqDcSNqeOrArF1LA4jBx23souDOWWPKPnumPAYkJ7W8JJ9J5posI1eDzXTJSuSCZaTJIl7JlQ9IvGQkGxGQ4XidSnC8xXr7RvzXMoLUhXRJ5UTjHEIugKdNJ2mBJwYULIExQns2JbkHbCu5f82Jz1VllbFXkQrg0Z4pXUACyrvaZlvDm69WgNZk2iJsjW4arhOGQBCYEtRnT3AlZcex1Y%2BWiBnK5OpGKnKtSuqFYa4ioVIlmGisVaIpuGUcmfQmd1RokSvkM%2BeQwpRIgwcvlW5LcrewMtSvhNO1C4%2B7UDUKJ5bBAuGuEt1noUXa5gAGqZABAK4hom0fvgAakPJElkF4t6LmAA%2Bd8GmhXA5oqkaDpUEEQbmdKMBLS74S47rJbnNu62jmSsLZnBcNPBPeOZXl6LKQSXjotF%2BoOeDecgTpo4goGIKjeTWaBTYNIC%2B92gouZm33Bl9B712v%2Ba7Fj0P7tVo%2Fh6KUc00o47%2FXaEnoPINSecEVaBl5NVYgQF%2F8GnjvzGMfmAT5mjxCBbJhPNyN4r0SvV1D82Sf6NRc9t7OeFPnxroXhSoraPAIP8bKUX9nnwLKe1SruqDnxyugZx3QdG6KpqTNT6u1z2ODaht72dtQFUy%2FwRPCRIVAratPcLL5dQ7Jtx%2FLwr%2BzatrgifOTV2rMCj%2BBU6iyWMqHxmaUgaCmU1ViXlpTUC%2BFQE5k%2BlIo6UBASKMuPkzifhInk4EDzWQ8Hu%2FFozhO9uMRlDnVL%2FDb6Z%2BVv4z8rUrGk51oFI%2F3Rcmz82GyuzfGyd4wNxVh9tDF7NnVIV5%2FxV%2Beh3SEbJ4P43gUxeMoTsCnzcuUdFk1rWi75G4EQhcfHfJyapVE7p5qsLHOq%2BYESnYz%2FDKNFfTUFsuNd%2FO6rtyDwWCxWPTF6lEfWRgIFH%2FgyM4xI9yAmypa30fhzucSCh74vhsc7T4cx4eT%2Ff290eFwsjvePzpMkp3Jo3E8HB1MJruD05tp4v1KpgOp5lGYSVGoedSJChE6UUVKRyvC7S2EEPGo7ffIpPjU9mcEY785bpiDfBS2U%2BSXU9TtpQi9EkkTIb7HkblmWi8rL4UZtxiLBZ3h3w0AIJN%2Bialy%2FZjQtsUStoXAWJIPl4em0fWH7%2F%2BBjdLNe%2FkMDenC%2BeaPrZ4vXNDx62vjjnZ8wA5W0%2Bz6dod12Iu3psTru7fj185%2FadLaVEq4Xy5776TS%2BN0D2FMl%2BTAoxZwaoTAjTkVYLY7CVGtNpklr4w4s1rJ390VTcg%2BcHK7TsySOh0kruI8fHx0PHp8er1s12B93y4ucF8yrz%2F9%2B9dcPvV4vR7KvxZHJEE0T3GyuWz48x9NGOaQdXfc%2FwB%2FujFuTi89O2y9H6%2FAr5OHditOaxu%2Ffv4HGXuvuk%2BOwrerGT%2BJAxP9rl9hUZCyE89%2FJjFqb8xO3FLkpTLZsOSQ7e5M26NZNDgfiObJ3tfpvVUN%2Bx%2B6gMRrG487jIwipMFW3p7yPx9e%2BLF1Bkb513sP3geLi%2FmqgYEaGMfLGMTnzK%2BtbP5qM3vgH
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Practically, the findings suggest that 

professional development programs 

for NNETs implementing deep 

learning should explicitly address 

language-competence confidence-

building alongside pedagogical 

strategy training, and that schools 

should provide structural support (time 

allocation, differentiated assessment 

tools) commensurate with the 

differentiation that deep learning 

philosophically demands. 

This study is limited by its scope to two 

participants within a single school, 

which constrains the transferability of 

its findings to other institutional 

contexts; the relatively short 

observation window (one lesson per 

participant) also limits claims about 

the consistency of enactment over 

time. Future research is 

recommended to extend this inquiry to 

a larger, cross-school sample of junior 

high school NNETs, to incorporate 

longitudinal classroom observation 

across a full instructional unit, and to 

examine whether the confidence-

practice tension identified here 

similarly characterizes NNETs 

teaching other Phase D subjects 

under the same deep learning 

mandate. 
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