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ABSTRACT

This study aims to determine whether Flashcards as visual aids can enrich students'
vocabulary acquisition in English as a Foreign Language (EFL). The method used
is Classroom Action Research (CAR), which was implemented at Mts Babussalam
DDI Kassi by involving 7th-grade students as the population and 25 students from
class VIl D as a sample selected by random sampling technique. The results of the
study showed a significant increase in students' average scores. The score on the
diagnostic test was 22.20, the cycle | test reached 56.80, and the cycle Il test
increased to 90.80. The implementation of the use of Flashcards in learning resulted
in a significant difference in scores, namely 34.60 points from the diagnostic test to
cycle 1, 34.00 points from cycle | to cycle Il, and 68.60 points from the diagnostic
test to cycle Il. These results are supported by a significance value (Sig.) of 0.000
which is smaller than 0.05. Thus, this study shows that the use of Flashcards as a
learning medium can significantly enrich students' vocabulary.

Keywords: EFL; Flashcards; Visual Aids; Vocabulary;
ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui apakah Flashcards sebagai alat bantu
visual dapat memperkaya penguasaan kosakata siswa dalam Bahasa Inggris
sebagai Bahasa Asing (EFL). Metode yang digunakan adalah Penelitian Tindakan
Kelas (PTK), yang dilaksanakan di Mts Babussalam DDI Kassi dengan melibatkan
siswa kelas 7 sebagai populasi dan 25 siswa dari kelas VII D sebagai sampel yang
dipilih dengan teknik random sampling. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan peningkatan
yang signifikan pada skor rata-rata siswa. Skor pada tes diagnostik adalah 22,20,
tes siklus | mencapai 56,80, dan tes siklus Il meningkat menjadi 90,80.
Implementasi penggunaan Flashcards dalam pembelajaran menghasilkan
perbedaan skor yang signifikan, yakni 34,60 poin dari tes diagnostik ke siklus I,
34,00 poin dari siklus | ke siklus Il, dan 68,60 poin dari tes diagnostik ke siklus II.
Hasil ini didukung oleh nilai signifikansi (Sig.) sebesar 0,000 yang lebih kecil dari
0,05. Dengan demikian, penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa penggunaan Flashcards
sebagai media pembelajaran dapat memperkaya kosakata siswa secara signifikan.

Kata Kunci: Alat Peraga Visual; EFL; Flashcards; Kosakata;
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A.BACKGROUND

English is an international
language used for communication,
including online. A key goal of learning
English is to develop spoken and
written skills. However, EFL learners
often  struggle due to limited
vocabulary, which is essential for
mastering reading, writing, listening,
and speaking. Without sufficient
vocabulary, effective communication
and comprehension become difficult
(Alsalihi, 2020).

Teaching vocabulary first is
widely recognized as crucial in
facilitating language acquisition. Even
with  minimal grammar knowledge,
individuals  with an  extensive
vocabulary can still communicate
meaningfully. One effective method
for improving vocabulary acquisition is
using visual aids, such as pictures,
diagrams, and charts, which enhance
comprehension and retention.

This interest arose because, based
on information obtained by the
researcher from the school and
English teachers at MTs Babussalam
DDI Kassi, the lack of students'
vocabulary had caused difficulties in
understanding the subject matter,

communicating effectively, and

completing assignments that required
adequate English language skills. To
address these issues, systematic and
planned efforts were necessary, such
as using interactive learning methods
that could gradually and continuously
help enrich students' vocabulary.

Flashcards, as a type of visual aid,
are particularly useful in vocabulary
learning. They help students associate
words with images, making learning
more engaging and effective The
size, shape, and color of flashcards
contribute to students’ focus and
enthusiasm in the classroom (Elisa &
Tuti, 2020). Given the vocabulary
challenges faced by students at MTs
Babussalam DDI Kassi, this study
aims to explore the effectiveness of
flashcards  in  enriching  their
vocabulary acquisition through a
classroom action research approach
(CAR).
B. RESEARCH METHOD

This  research used the

Classroom Action Research (CAR)
method. The choice of research
design was based on problems found
in classroom learning practices. The
main aim of this research was to
improve the quality of learning and

student abilities. This research design
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was very suitable because it had the
same characteristics as classroom
action research, namely focusing on
solving real problems faced in the
teaching and learning process and
seeking to produce significant
improvements in educational practice.

In the context of this research,
the independent variable (X) was the
use of Visual Aids in EFL teaching,
while the dependent variable (Y) was
the increase in student vocabulary
acquisition at MTs Babussalam DDI
Kassi. The population in this research
was grade 7th students at MTs
Babussalam DDl Kassi, totaling
around 96 students spread across four
classrooms. However, only one class
was selected as a sample, namely
class VII D, totaling 25 students.
Researchers used cluster random
sampling techniques in determining
the sample.

The researcher collected data
through multiple methods. Initially,
diagnostic tests in the form of multiple-
choice tests with 20 items were
administered to assess students'
vocabulary knowledge. Then,
students received four treatment
sessions each cycle using flashcards
as a teaching medium. After the first

cycle, a post-test was conducted to

evaluate vocabulary improvement. If
no significant progress was observed,
a second cycle was implemented.
Additionally,
observation were used to gather

documentation and

written records and directly monitor
students' activities and behavior,
ensuring accurate and valid research
findings.

To assess students’ learning
outcomes in improving vocabulary
using question cards, the researcher
used multiple-choice questions. This
assessment followed the rules of (Olis,
2013)

1. Assessment Guidelines
1. B = number of correct

questions

2. N = number of multiple-
choice questions (20)

3. Maximum score: 100

4. Student score = B x 100
N(20)
2. Assessment Rubric

Table 3. 1 Assessment Rubric

Every correct
answer 1
No 1 -
20 Every 0
wrong/unanswered
answer

(Adapted by : Depdikbud, 2005)
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3. Score

Student

Categorization of the

Table 3. 2. Score Categorization of
the Students

Score interval | Categorization
86-100 Very good
71-85 Good
56-70 Fair
41-55 Poor
0-40 Very poor

(Adapted by : Kemendikbud, 2005)

4. Calculate and standard deviation
and Mean Score
In calculating the standard
deviation and mean score, the
researcher used the IBM SPSS
Statistics 26 program to determine
the mean and standard deviation

of the student's vocabulary scores.
C. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

1. Findings

The researcher used a multiple-
choice diagnostic test to collect data.
Before starting the cycle, a diagnostic
test was given to determine students'
initial knowledge of their vocabulary
skills. At the end of each meeting of
cycle | and cycle Il, a test was given to
assess students' vocabulary skills

using flashcards as a learning
medium. The results of the diagnostic
test, cycle |, and cycle Il were
described as follows.
1. Diagnostic Test (Before Action)
The diagnostic test in Classroom
Action Research (CAR) was an initial
test used to identify students' learning
difficulties before the action was
taken. This test functioned to
determine students' initial abilities,
establish the starting point of learning,
and help design more effective
strategies in each CAR cycle. The
students' achievement table was listed
for a clearer and more accurate
understanding of the diagnostics test

results.

Table 4.1 Average score from the test in

the diagnostics test

Descriptive Statistic

Std.
N Minimum MaximumMean  Deviation

Diagnosticst_test 25 10.00 45.00
_score

22.2000 7.08284

Valid N (listwise) 25

Table 4.1 showed the descriptive
statistics of the diagnostics test results
taken by 25 participants. From the
data, it was evident that the minimum
score obtained by participants was
10.00, while the maximum score was
45.00. the average value (mean) of
the overall score was 22.20, with a
standard deviation of 7.08. This

226



Pendas : Jurnal limiah Pendidikan Dasar,

ISSN Cetak : 2477-2143 ISSN Online : 2548-6950

Volume 10 Nomor 01, Maret 2025

relatively low average value indicated
that most participants still needed to
improve their understanding of the
material tested in the Diagnostic test.
The standard deviation of 7.08
suggested a significant variation in
scores among participants,
highlighting a notable difference
between those with the lowest and
highest scores. These results were
used as a reference to identify areas
requiring improvement in the learning
process, enabling more appropriate
interventions to enhance student's

abilities before the next cycle.
Diagram 4.1

Simple Bar of Diagnostic_test
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Figure 4.1 showed a histogram of
the distribution of diagnostic test
scores with a mean of 22.2 and a
standard deviation of 7.083 from 25
participants. The majority  of
participants scored between 15 and
30, indicating a need for improvement
in understanding the material. Some
participants scored lower than 10,
while others scored higher than 40,

indicating a variation in understanding.

The large standard deviation indicates
a spread in scores, providing
important insight for future evaluation
and improvement of instructional
strategies.
2. Research Findings in Cycle |

The results of cycle 1 showed that
many students had not yet achieved
the set target, with only one student
managing to get a score of 75 on the
test. Therefore, the researcher
decided to make improvements
through cycle 2 by enhancing the
strategy of using flashcards in the
learning materials. To see more
detailed results, one could refer to the
attachment of the cycle 1 achievement
table.

Table 4.2 Average score from the test in

the cycle |
Descriptive Statistic

N Minimum Maximum Mean  Std. Deviation

cycle_1 25 4500 7500  56.8000 7.75672

Valid N (listwise) 25

The descriptive table above
showed the results of participant
scores in Cycle 1 of the study involving
25 participants. The minimum score
obtained by participants was 45.00,
while the maximum score reached
75.00. The average value (mean) of
the scores obtained was 56.80, with a
standard deviation of 7.76. The
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increase in the average score from the
Diagnostics test (22.20) to Cycle 1
(56.80) indicated significant progress
in students' understanding of the

material after the learning intervention.
Diagram 4.2

Simple Bar of cycle_1
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The distribution
displayed the scores from Cycle 1.

Frequency
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This histogram showed the frequency
of students' scores spread between a
minimum of 45 and a maximum of 75,
with an average (mean) of 56.8 and a
standard deviation of 7.757. From the
histogram graph, it was observed that
most participants scored between 50
and 60, with the highest frequency in
that range. This indicated that the
majority of participants had a fairly
good level of understanding of the
material given during Cycle 1.

3. Research Findings in Cycle |l
Based on the results of cycle 2,
from the first meeting to the last, it can
be said that the use of visual aids or
students'

flashcards improved

vocabulary. Compared to cycle 1,

cycle 2 showed an average test score
of 90.80. Of the 25 students, all
achieved the success criteria set, and
some even received perfect scores on
the test. With these results, it can be
concluded that cycle 2 met the
success criteria. These results were
shown in the following table.

Table 4.3 Average score from the test in

cycle ll
Descriptive Statistic

N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation

cycle_2 25 80 100 90.80  5.895

Valid N (listwise) 25

This table presents descriptive
statistics of students’ scores in cycle 2.
From the table, it can be seen that the
minimum score obtained by students
was 80, while the maximum score
reached 100, with an average score of
90.80. The standard deviation of 5.895
indicates that the distribution of
students’ scores is relatively even and
is in a range that is not too far from the
average. These results show a
significant increase compared to cycle
1, where the average score of
students increased from 56.8 in cycle
1 to 90.80 in cycle 2. This increase
indicates that the learning strategy
applied in cycle 2 is more effective in
improving students' understanding of

the material provided.
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Diagram 4.3 stage to cycle 2. In the diagnostics

Simple Bar of cycle_2

) test, most students had a low score of
Very Poor. However, after the

®
o

intervention in cycle 1 and cycle 2,

Frequency

students' scores increased sharply,
with the majority falling into the Very

o Good and Good categories. This
The graph in cycle 2 showed the
o demonstrated the success of the
frequency distribution of students' _ _
_ . intervention or the use of flashcards
scores in cycle 2. From the graph, it . _
_ applied to learning.
was evident that most students o .
. _ _ 5. Multivariate Analysis Results
obtained high scores, with an average o
_ o a. Mauchly’s Test of Sphericity
score of 90.8. This value indicated a
o _ Results
significant increase from the average o ,
table 4.5 Multivariate Analysis Results

in cycle 1, which was 56.8. The

Epsilon?

standard deviation of 5.895 showed ,
Approx, Chi- (Greenhouse-

that the data was relatively consistent, Within Subjects Effect Mauchly's W Square df Sg.  Gelsser Huynh-Feldt Lower-bound

with most students scoring close to the Waktu %1 mn ) 8w 1000 50

average. The highest frequency was —
The test results indicated a

Mauchly's W value of 0.984, an
Approx. Chi-Square of 0.374, degrees

in the score range between 85 and 95,
demonstrating that the majority of

students managed to achieve scores o
of freedom (df) = 2, and a significance

value Sig. = 0.830. Since the

significance value was greater than

0.05 (0.830 > 0.05), the sphericity
table 4.4 The Rate students' score

ercentage assumption was satisfied. This

Very Good | 86-100 el o poe e % differences  in learning outcome

Good 71-85 0% 1 4% 9 36%
0% 1] 4% 0 0% scores across time was

Poor 41-55 4% 13 52% 0 0%

S| VeryPoor | 040 [ 24 9% | 0 [0% | 0 [ 0% homogeneous, allowing the learning

Total 25 100% 25 100% 25 100%

above the specified standard.
4. Results of students' scores

Percentage

Fair 56-70

s v o =
- o o ©

outcomes achieved through the use of

These data  showed significant flashcards to be validly explained.

development from the diagnostics test
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b. Results of the Within-Subjects

Effects Analysis
Table 4.6 Tabel of Tests of Within-
Subjects Effects

Type 111 Sum of Mean

Source Squares df Square F Sig.
Waktu Sphericity 58826.000 2 29413.000 818.923 .000

Assumed

Greenhouse- 58826.000 1.968 29887.116 818.923 .000

Geisser

Huynh-Feldt 58826.000 2.000 29413.000 818.923 .000

Lower-bound 58826.000 1.000 58826.000 818.923 000
Error(Waktu) Sphericity 1724.000 48 35917

Assumed

Greenhouse- 1724.000 47.239 36.496

Geisser

Huynh-Feldt 1724.000 48.000 35917

Lower-bound 1724.000 24.000 71.833

Based on the output of the Within-
Subjects Effects analysis, time had a
significant influence on learning
outcomes. This was reinforced by the
use of flashcards that encouraged
students to learn gradually and
systematically. The Mean Square
value of 29,413,000 for the time factor,
compared to the Mean Square Error of
35,917, showed a very large ratio,
which produced a high F value
(818,923). This reflected that the
intervention  carried out—namely
flashcards—contributed  significantly
to learning outcomes. The F value
obtained was 818.923 with a
significance level (Sig.) of 0.000,
which indicated that the time factor
had a very significant influence on
student learning outcomes.

c. The Results Of The Between-

Subjects Effects Analysis

Table 4.7 Tabel of Tests of Between-

Subjects Effects
Measure: Hasil_Belajar

Transformed Variable: Average

Type III Sum of
Source Squares df Mean Square ~ F Sig.
Intercept ~ 240267.000 1 240267.000 3280.096  .000
Error 1758.000 24 73.250

The results of the Between-Subjects
Effects analysis showed that the use
of flashcards as a learning medium
had a significant effect on student
learning outcomes. This was indicated
by the high F value (3280.096) and a
significance  of  0.000, which
demonstrated that flashcards were
effective in improving students’
understanding of the material being
taught. Additionally, the low error
value (Mean Square = 73.250)
indicated that variations in learning
outcomes were largely explained by
the use of flashcards, minimizing the
possibility of variations originating
from other factors.

2. DISCUSSIONS

In this discussion section, the
research results were explained in
detail by connecting them with various
theories and expert opinions. Based
on the diagnostics test results, it was
found that student scores were still
low. After conducting tests in cycle |,
there was an improvement, although

the results were not sufficient and had
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not reached the success target.
Therefore, the researcher continued to
cycle Il by making necessary
improvements. The test results in
cycle Il showed a significant increase
compared to the pretest and cycle |,
successfully achieving the set target.

This improvement occurred because
students used flashcards as a learning
medium to enhance their skills.
Flashcards helped students
remember vocabulary more effectively
because this method involved visual,
cognitive, and kinesthetic aspects
simultaneously. Based on the
research results, it was concluded that
the use of flashcards was effective in
improving student understanding. This
conclusion was supported by the
significance value (Sig.) of 0.000,
which  was smaller than 0.05,
indicating a significant difference in
learning  outcomes  over time
(diagnostics test, cycle |, and cycle Il).
Additionally, the very high F-ratio
value (818.923) indicated that the
variation in learning outcomes
between times was greater than the
variation within groups, confirming that
the use of flashcards had a significant

impact on learning outcomes.

These data showed a significant
increase in understanding after
students completed the diagnostics
test, cycle |, and cycle Il. The use of
flashcards as a learning medium was
identified as the main factor
contributing to this improvement. The
results of this study aligned with the
findings of Hasanah, T.A., Victoria,
D.C., & Anita, I. (2019), which were
conducted on Class IV A students of
SDN Rancamanyar 1. That study
demonstrated that students who
learned using flashcards experienced
a significant increase in understanding
compared to students who used online
or conventional methods. Therefore,
the use of flashcards was proven to
have a positive influence and was
highly effective when applied in
learning.

E. CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the study, the
researcher concluded that the use of
flashcards as a learning medium can
improve and enrich vocabulary. The
researcher implemented this strategy
by adjusting the theme of the material
used in Cycle | and Cycle Il. In both
cycles, the researcher used nouns,
adjectives, and verbs as learning
materials.

1) Diagnostics Test
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2)

3)

This study showed an
increase in the wuse of
flashcards as a learning
medium to enrich students'
vocabulary from the
diagnostics test to cycle Il. At
the diagnostics test stage, the
average (mean) was 22.2000,
with no students achieving the
Minimum Completion Criteria
(KKM). This indicated that the
vocabulary skills possessed by
students in the diagnostics test
were very low and needed
improvement.

Cycle |

In this first cycle, the
average score (mean) obtained
was 56.80, with the number of
students who achieved the
KKM score only 1 person.
Although  there was an
increase, this result still did not
meet the success criteria.
Therefore, the implementation
of cycle Il was carried out.
Cycle I

In cycle II, with an average
score of 90.80, it showed a
significant increase compared
to the previous cycle. A total of
25 students, or in other words,

all students, managed to

achieve the KKM score,
indicating the success of the
actions that were taken in
improving students' vocabulary
using flashcards.

The increase in students'
vocabulary after taking the test
showed significant
improvement. From the
diagnostics test to cycle |, it
increased by 34.60, from cycle
| to cycle IlI, it increased by
34.00, and from the diagnostics
test to cycle Il, it increased by
68.60.

In conclusion, the use of
flashcards as a learning
medium to enrich students'
vocabulary proved to be
effective because the test
results from the Diagnostics
test to cycle Il consistently
showed improvement. Thus,
the use of flashcards was an
effective method for improving
and enriching students’

vocabulary.
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