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Abstract 

Sustainability accounting has expanded beyond financial 

metrics to include environmental, social, and governance 

(ESG) dimensions. However, conventional ESG reports 

typically dominated by numerical indicators and textual 

descriptions, often fail to capture the emotional, symbolic, 

and cultural aspects that shape stakeholder understanding 

and engagement. This study aimed to explore the role of 

photography as both a narrative and an evidentiary tool in 

ESG reporting. Using a qualitative visual ethnography 

approach, the research analysed original photographs taken 

in urban and community settings to represent dynamics 

related to ESG, such as human–nature relationships, 

informal governance, and collective social actions. The 

images were collected through field immersion and 

contextual observation. Findings suggested that 

photography can enrich ESG reporting by adding emotional 

depth and ethical meaning, thereby enhancing 

communication and stakeholder connection. This study 

advocates for photography as a valid and verifiable method 

to support more inclusive and engaging sustainability 

disclosures. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Sustainability accounting has evolved beyond traditional financial reporting frameworks toward 

a more holistic approach that encompasses environmental, social, and governance (ESG) dimensions. 

This shift reflects growing stakeholder demands for accountability regarding organisational ecological 

and social impacts (Bebbington & Larrinaga, 2014; Diwan & Sreeraman, 2024; Lodhia et al., 2025). 

Regional evidence supports this trend. Dillak & Hapsari (2024). Studies found that within ASEAN-5 

banking companies, higher CEO power and gender diversity were significantly associated with 

improved ESG performance, highlighting the roles of leadership and board composition in 

institutionalising sustainability goals. In the Indonesian context, this shift is evident in the increasing 

emphasis on sustainability disclosure, not only among large corporations but also within small 

businesses where sustainability reporting is beginning to influence stakeholder perceptions and business 

performance (Gozali et al., 2024). 

Despite the increasing prominence of ESG, its reporting practices remain heavily reliant on 

quantitative data and textual narratives. Such representational formats often fail to capture the affective, 

contextual, and experiential dimensions of sustainability practices (Ojala et al., 2021; Velte, 2023). 

While indicators such as carbon emissions, water usage, and waste volumes are important, they fall 

short in conveying the complex socio-ecological realities, particularly those concerning human–

environment relationships (Horlings, 2015) as shown in Figure 1 below. 

 

 
Figure 1. Conceptual framework developed by the author, illustrating the integration of ESG pillars, 

photographic representation, and stakeholder engagement 
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Recent literature has emphasised the need for alternative representational strategies that transcend 

numeric and textual formats. In this context, photography has emerged as a powerful visual medium 

capable of enriching ESG narratives with symbolic depth, emotional resonance, and cultural relevance 

(Davison, 2015; Hassan et al., 2024; Pirdaus et al., 2024). Research suggests that visual elements can 

enhance stakeholder engagement, deepen understanding, and strengthen the credibility of sustainability 

disclosures (Fenk, 2025; Tan et al., 2023). 

However, the systematic integration of photography into ESG reporting remains underexplored 

in the accounting literature. Previous studies have largely focused on technical visualisations such as 

graphs, maps, and infographics, which function primarily as illustrative tools (Faccia et al., 2021; Petcu 

et al., 2024). The use of photography as a narrative and evidentiary medium, emphasising context, 

empathy, and participatory engagement, has yet to be adequately theorised within the field of 

sustainability accounting (Brown, 2015; Davison, 2015). 

This study addresses that gap by developing a visual conceptual framework that connects three 

key components in sustainability reporting: ESG pillars, photographic representation, and stakeholder 

engagement. The framework is grounded in stakeholder theory (Freeman et al., 2010; Hörisch et al., 

2020; Manetti & Bellucci, 2016; Valentinov, 2023), interpretive accounting theory (Gray et al., 2020; 

Unerman et al., 2014), and visual communication in accounting (Chong et al., 2023; Davison, 2015; 

Preston et al., 1996). 

Figure 1 presents the visual conceptual framework developed by the author, grounded in 

stakeholder theory, interpretive sustainability accounting, and visual communication literature. It 

illustrates the interconnected dynamics between ESG pillars, photographic representation, and 

stakeholder engagement, which collectively underpin the study's approach to enriching sustainability 

disclosures. 

Unlike purely technical visual approaches, this study adopts visual ethnography as its 

methodological foundation to explore how photography can document and communicate sustainability 

practices contextually. Through curated, field-based imagery of urban and community sustainability 

initiatives, photography is used not merely as an aesthetic illustration but as a narrative and evidentiary 

tool within ESG reporting (Gilmore et al., 2017). 

Empirical examples of visual integration in corporate sustainability reports reinforce this 

proposition. Unilever, for instance, incorporates high-resolution imagery in its Climate Transition 

Action Plan to depict agroecological practices and human–environment interactions (Unilever, 2023a, 

2023b). Danone uses photojournalistic narratives to visualise regenerative agriculture and biodiversity 

protection in its 2023 Integrated Report (Danone, 2023). Patagonia adopts an activist-oriented approach, 

utilising documentary photography to communicate its environmental ethics and advocacy (Patagonia, 

2023). These practices demonstrate the communicative and strategic potential of photography in 

enhancing the expressiveness and impact of ESG disclosures (Chong et al., 2023; Tan et al., 2023). 

Nonetheless, mainstream ESG accounting literature still largely emphasises regulation, 

verification, and standardisation, but often neglects the symbolic, emotional, and cultural dimensions 

of sustainability communication. Recent scholarship underscores that visual imagery, particularly 

photographs and visual persuasion techniques, can serve as powerful tools for embedding trust, ethical 

resonance, and stakeholder engagement into sustainability disclosures.  (Carnegie et al., 2024; Chong 

et al., 2023; Khomsiyah et al., 2024; Oliveira et al., 2024). In contrast, visual communication literature 

emphasises the expressive and ethical power of images but often lacks engagement with institutional 

reporting frameworks. This disciplinary fragmentation calls for an interdisciplinary approach that 

positions photography not merely as an aesthetic or cultural artefact, but as a legitimate, contextualised, 

and participatory medium in ESG reporting. 

This study addresses these gaps by posing the central research question: How can photography 

function as a visual medium that strengthens narrative, expands evidence, and enhances stakeholder 

engagement in ESG-based sustainability reporting? This research aligns with recent developments in 

global sustainability reporting standards. GRI, IFRS S1/S2, and SASB increasingly encourage the use 
of contextual information and diversified disclosure formats, including visual elements. For instance, 

GRI 101 and 102.46 promote the inclusion of qualitative and visual disclosures to improve stakeholder 
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comprehension. Similarly, IFRS S2 emphasises information connectivity and the narrative articulation 

of climate risks. Photography, in this context, can enhance local relevance, narrative depth, and 

reporting credibility. 

Theoretically, this study reinforces the emerging view that accounting is not merely a technical 

procedure, but a communicative practice that conveys meaning and social value (Darnall et al., 2022; 

Gilmore et al., 2017; Unerman et al., 2014). Photography, under this paradigm, is more than visual 

embellishment; it functions as a representational tool that fosters transparency, ethical framing, and 

stakeholder inclusiveness. 

Accordingly, this research adopts a qualitative approach grounded in visual ethnography and 

content analysis, in line with recent calls for more interpretive, participatory, and socially embedded 

accounting methodologies (Creswell & Poth, 2016; Miles et al., 2014). Its main contribution lies in 

articulating the role of photography as a communicative and evidentiary element in ESG reporting, 

opening pathways for more human-centred, contextual, and ethically resonant forms of sustainability 

accounting. 

 

METHOD 

 

This study adopts a visual ethnographic approach as its central methodological foundation, 

enabling the documentation and interpretation of lived sustainability experiences through photography. 

Emphasising the writer’s dual role as both participant and observer, this method facilitates engagement 

with the cultural, social, and environmental contexts embedded in ESG (Environmental, Social, and 

Governance) practices (Banks, 2018; Pink, 2020). In the context of sustainability research, visual 

ethnography illuminates the complex relationships between human behaviour, ecological systems, and 

governance dimensions often overlooked in traditional accounting paradigms (Heinrichs, 2019; 

Laberge, 2016). 

Building on this foundation, recent scholarship further supports the relevance of this approach in 

unpacking the lived realities of sustainability, particularly in urban settings where environmental 

stewardship, community dynamics, and informal governance intersect (O. M. Lehner & Kyriacou, 

2023; Maiello et al., 2013; Natali, 2019). By visually capturing these intersections, visual ethnography 

reveals the symbolic, emotional, and cultural dimensions of sustainability often absent from quantitative 

or text-dominated ESG disclosures (Hrasky, 2012; Sisaye, 2011). Photography, in this context, 

functions not merely as representation, but as a critical inquiry into how sustainability is lived, 

performed, and communicated. 

Fieldwork was conducted across urban, peri-urban, and natural edge environments selected for 

their capacity to embody sustainability values in everyday life. In these settings, photographs 

documented daily practices that visibly reflected such values. These included ecological elements such 

as solitary wasps on native wildflowers and butterflies feeding in peri-urban areas, as well as social 

scenes including children studying outdoors, families fishing by riversides, children playing near water, 

and sanitation workers maintaining recycling stations. These visual moments function not merely as 

aesthetic artefacts, but as narrative-rich expressions of biodiversity (E), social inclusion (S), and 

grassroots governance (G), thereby complementing and expanding the communicative potential of ESG 

reporting (Davison, 2008; Milne et al., 2009). 

Visual data collection spanned one full year and involved the production of original photographic 

material by the writer, using a digital mirrorless camera equipped with macro, wide-angle, and telephoto 

lenses, each selected to suit the visual requirements of specific observational contexts. Macro lenses 

captured ecological textures; wide-angle lenses illustrated spatial and communal dynamics; and 

telephoto lenses allowed documentation from a distance, minimising intrusion. This process was 

grounded in immersive ethnographic practice and informed by ethical awareness: all photographs were 

taken in public or communal spaces, with verbal consent obtained for identifiable subjects. 

From hundreds of photographs, a curated set was selected based on thematic relevance to ESG 
concerns, symbolic depth, and communicative clarity. These images formed the core visual dataset for 

structured content analysis, which explored three analytical dimensions: visual composition, symbolic 
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interpretation, and alignment with ESG pillars. This enabled the extraction of embedded sustainability 

narratives, positioning photography not only as an expressive medium but also as an analytical and 

communicative tool in sustainability accounting. 

Each image was first examined in terms of its compositional elements, including framing, 

lighting, spatial arrangement, focal subjects, and contextual background. These features were assessed 

to understand how visual cues guide the viewer’s attention, evoke emotion, and shape interpretations 

of themes related to sustainability. For instance, the use of wide-angle perspectives captured the 

relationship between people and green space, while close-up shots emphasised cultural details such as 

traditional garments or tools used during community harvests. 

The second level of analysis focused on interpreting the symbolic significance of the 

photographed scenes. Activities such as children reading outdoors and families fishing were examined 

as visual metaphors for learning, subsistence, community resilience, and ecological intimacy. These 

images conveyed values not easily captured through metrics, such as belonging, continuity, 

stewardship, and cultural identity. In doing so, they revealed the affective and narrative dimensions of 

sustainability. 

Finally, each image was coded for its relevance to one or more of the three ESG dimensions. The 

Environmental (E) dimension included images depicting biodiversity, interaction with natural 

resources, such as clean riverbanks or visible engagement between humans and nature.  

The Social (S) dimension encompassed scenes of intergenerational learning, shared activities, 

and local traditions that reflect social capital and the welfare of the community. 

The Governance (G) dimension included informal community stewardship practices, 

participatory learning environments, and local leadership in public space maintenance. These three 

levels of analysis allowed the photographs to be interpreted not merely as artistic representations, but 

as legitimate narrative and evidentiary components that can enhance ESG reporting. By surfacing lived 

experiences and underrepresented perspectives, the visual data provided a fuller and more human-

centred account of sustainability practices in everyday contexts. 

This methodological approach integrates visual ethnography with content-based photographic 

analysis and is designed to explore sustainability practices as they are lived, represented, and 

communicated in everyday contexts. Drawing from established traditions in qualitative research, this 

design acknowledges the power of visual methods in accessing situated knowledge and embodied 

experiences that are often marginalised in mainstream sustainability reports (Banks, 2018; Pink, 2020). 

By combining observational photography with interpretive content analysis, the study moves beyond 

conventional data formats to access affective, symbolic, and contextual meanings. These elements are 

often underrepresented in typical ESG reporting formats, which prioritise quantitative disclosures 

(Hrasky, 2012; Milne et al., 2009). 

The use of photography not only provides a visual narrative that complements textual and 

numerical ESG disclosures but also offers a distinct epistemological perspective for understanding the 

relationships among environmental conditions, social dynamics, and informal governance practices. 

When curated and placed within context, visual imagery becomes more than mere illustration; it serves 

as narrative documentation and empirical evidence related to sustainability values and behaviours 

(Araujo et al., 2020; Davison, 2008). Through carefully selected and ethically captured images—

including scenes of communal reading in natural settings, subsistence activities such as fishing, and 

traditional attire within ecological contexts—this study offers visual documentation that is both 

narratively rich and analytically aligned with the multidimensional character of ESG frameworks. 

(Boircal, 2013; Chong, et al, 2023). 

This methodology supports a pluralistic and stakeholder-responsive model of sustainability 

accounting, one that recognises lived experience and visual storytelling as legitimate and necessary 

forms of evidence (Gilmore et al., 2017; Momin et al., 2023). It reflects a broader epistemological shift 

in accounting scholarship, one that embraces interpretive, communicative, and participatory approaches 

to disclosure (Uncerman, et al, 2014). By centring narrative and emotional resonance within ESG 
communication, this approach not only expands the expressive capacity of sustainability reporting but 

also enhances stakeholder engagement and understanding. In doing so, it lays the conceptual and 
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methodological foundation for analyzing how photography beyond its aesthetic function can act as a 

strategic tool in deepening the communicative ethics of ESG performance. 

  

RESULTS 

 

Building upon the methodological foundation outlined above, the following section presents the 

empirical findings generated through the visual ethnographic process. The curated photographs are 

analysed not merely as aesthetic representations, but as narrative and evidentiary components that 

articulate lived expressions of sustainability. Each image is interpreted based on its relevance to the core 

pillars of Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG), in alignment with established sustainability 

reporting frameworks such as the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), SASB, and IFRS S1/S2. 

This results section is structured thematically to reflect how different photographic narratives 

illuminate specific ESG dimensions. The categorisation adopts a visual-to-ESG mapping framework, 

in which each image is analysed based on three key dimensions: (1) visual composition, (2) symbolic 

meaning, and (3) ESG alignment. This structure allows for a more nuanced reading of sustainability 

practices as they unfold across diverse everyday contexts and supports a more inclusive and emotionally 

resonant form of reporting. 

This study affirms that visual reporting functions in a complementary way, not as a replacement 

for metrics, but as an expansion of what is considered reportable evidence. Quantitative indicators 

remain indispensable for tracking performance (e.g., carbon emissions, waste volumes, biodiversity 

loss), yet they often fail to capture the experiential, relational, and affective dimensions of sustainability. 

Photography adds narrative richness, cultural specificity, and human context, enabling stakeholders to 

interpret data more meaningfully. As such, visual elements augment the communicative power of 

sustainability reports by bridging data with emotion and metrics with meaning, without displacing the 

rigour of quantitative disclosures. 

One of the most visually compelling images in this study captures a solitary wasp feeding on a 

native wildflower, photographed using a macro lens in the front garden of a house. The clarity of the 

insect’s anatomy and the intricate texture of the flower head emphasise ecological interdependence at a 

micro level. This image represents biodiversity in action, illustrating the essential role of pollinators in 

sustaining floral reproduction, which in turn supports broader ecosystem services. 

 

 
Figure 2. A wasp pollinating a wildflower 

 

Figure 2 shows such interactions are often omitted from mainstream ESG disclosures, yet they 

are critical to GRI 304’s focus on species presence, habitat health, and ecosystem restoration. The 

photograph symbolises environmental integrity, biological complexity, and the often-unseen layers of 

sustainability that exist outside industrial or organisational boundaries. Including visuals like this in 

ESG reports can enrich biodiversity disclosures, increase stakeholder awareness, and reinforce claims 

about ecological responsibility. 
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Figure 3. Butterfly on a flower 

 

Figure 3 shows this image captures a bright yellow butterfly gently feeding on a yellow and white 

blossom in a suburban setting. Taken with a telephoto lens, the composition draws attention to the 

delicate relationship between pollinators and plants, a vital ecological process often overlooked in 

conventional sustainability reporting. 

From an ESG perspective, this photograph aligns with GRI 304: Biodiversity, particularly with 

the standard’s emphasis on species presence, ecosystem interdependence, and the organisation’s 

proximity to biodiversity-rich areas. The image captures a local butterfly species interacting with native 

flowering plants in an urban community garden, visually documenting species that contribute to 

pollination and ecological regeneration. 

Such interactions support Indicator 304-1 (Operational sites in or near protected areas and areas 

of high biodiversity value) by demonstrating the presence and activity of pollinators in green areas 

managed by local communities. Additionally, the photograph illustrates how community participation 

in planting native species helps preserve urban biodiversity, reflecting the core principles outlined in 

GRI 304. 

Integrating such imagery into ESG communication can reinforce an organisation’s commitment 

to ecological stewardship while enhancing stakeholder perception of environmental accountability. The 

photograph not only captures a biological process but also evokes affective engagement, drawing 

attention to the subtle yet critical roles of nonhuman actors in sustaining planetary health. 

 

 
Figure 4. A tree frog in still water 

 

This photograph captures a vibrant tree frog (Figure 4) partially submerged in a still body of 

water. Its poised presence and colourful skin serve not only as a visual focal point but also as a biological 
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indicator of environmental health. Amphibians are widely recognised as bioindicators due to their 

sensitivity to changes in water quality, temperature, and habitat disruption, making them critical 

subjects for environmental monitoring. 

From an ESG perspective, this image contributes directly to the GRI 304 (Biodiversity) and 303 

(Water) frameworks by visually documenting the presence of amphibian life in peri-urban aquatic 

systems. The photograph provides tangible evidence of micro-ecosystem stability, reinforcing the 

material relevance of small-scale biodiversity within broader sustainability narratives. Its emotional 

resonance emerges through the direct gaze of the frog and the delicate stillness of its habitat, inviting 

viewers to reflect on ecosystem fragility and the anthropogenic pressures that threaten such 

environments. Visually, the reflection motif in the water duplicates the image and symbolically suggests 

a mirroring between natural systems and human responsibility. This becomes a powerful conceptual 

cue in the context of ESG storytelling. 

 

 
Figure 5. Father and daughter fishing together at sunset 

 

Figure 5 shows this subsection explores how photographic representations can convey the social 

dimensions of sustainability, aligned with GRI 413 (Local Communities), GRI 403 (Occupational 

Health and Safety), and GRI 401 (Employment), as well as stakeholder-oriented expectations within 

ESG frameworks. The visual narrative examined here captures relational dynamics, intergenerational 

knowledge sharing, and the socio-cultural fabric of sustainability at the community level. 

This image depicts a touching scene of a father teaching his daughter how to fish at the edge of 

a calm body of water, both wearing traditional Indonesian attire, batik and lurikan. The activity takes 

place at dusk, reinforcing a tone of reflection, intergenerational bonding, and cultural continuity. The 

father’s mentoring gesture and the daughter’s attentive engagement embody not only a familial 

relationship but also a form of informal knowledge transmission. 

In ESG reporting, this photo directly aligns with GRI 413-1 and GRI 403 by illustrating how 

traditional and subsistence-based practices continue to serve as spaces for learning, family support, and 

local livelihood. It highlights the importance of community well-being, inclusive engagement, and 

participation across generations, central themes in stakeholder-responsive approaches to sustainability 

accounting. 

Visually, the use of low light during sunset creates a contemplative atmosphere that reinforces 

the emotional impact of the narrative. The presence of water in the background serves as a symbolic 

element connecting nature, culture, and kinship, emphasising sustainability not merely as a collection 

of indicators, but as a lived social experience. The image encourages stakeholders to reflect on the social 
dimension of sustainability, where well-being is rooted in family cohesion, traditional knowledge, and 

access to local environmental resources. 
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Figure 6. Children reading together, surrounded by harvest and nature 

 

Figure 6 show this photograph captures four children seated together in an open natural 

environment, deeply engaged in reading. Their traditional clothing, modest posture, and focused 

expressions reflect values such as cultural continuity, informal education, and social cohesion. Beside 

them stands a handcart filled with locally harvested produce, including melons, pineapples, and 

bananas, symbolising rural livelihoods and agrarian abundance. The natural backdrop of shaded trees, 

untended grass, and soft, diffused lighting completes the pastoral setting. 

This image aligns strongly with GRI 413 (Local Communities) and GRI 404 (Training and 

Education), illustrating themes of intergenerational learning, community resilience, and access to 

education in informal settings. It also corresponds with SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 11 

(Sustainable Cities and Communities). 

In visual terms, the warm colour palette and the juxtaposition of reading materials with fresh 

produce evoke a symbolic fusion between intellectual nourishment and ecological abundance. The 

photograph conveys a humanistic view of sustainability, one that is not confined to infrastructure or 

data, but is embodied in everyday acts of care, learning, and stewardship, as practised by youth in rural 

contexts. 

The imagery evokes a deeply affective response, inviting viewers to consider the non-monetary 

value of cultural rituals and community-driven education in building a sustainable future. Rather than 

a didactic or staged moment, the scene appears intimate and spontaneous, reinforcing the power of 

photography to translate lived social realities into ESG-relevant visual narratives. 

 

 
Figure 7. Children playing in a natural water stream 
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Figure 7 show this image shows two young girls immersed in joyful play near a clear, shallow 

stream surrounded by dense green foliage. One child sits on a rope swing, holding a pink teddy bear, 

while the other is waist-deep in the water, reaching out with a smile. The scene conveys a vivid sense 

of environmental immersion, unstructured play, and social bonding in a natural setting. 

This photograph aligns with GRI 413 (Local Communities) and GRI 203 (Indirect Economic 

Impacts) by highlighting the social value of accessible natural environments. It also resonates with SDG 

3 (Good Health and Well-Being) and SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) through its 

depiction of mental wellness, child development, and ecological equity. 

The green foliage frames the composition, emphasising the children’s immersion in a protected 

natural space. The interaction between the children and their environment serves as a powerful visual 

cue for the emotional and developmental significance of green spaces in peri-urban areas, where formal 

parks may be absent but natural riverscapes function as vital communal assets. 

Symbolically, the photograph speaks to the idea of informal ecological citizenship, where play 

becomes a medium for connecting with nature, forming social bonds, and building affective ties to 

place. This type of imagery expands the conceptual boundaries of social sustainability within ESG 

frameworks by illustrating how communal and emotional well-being are tied to access to nature, 

especially for children. 

 

 
Figure 8. Silent participation: Environmental responsibility in the hands of the elderly 

 

Figure 8 show this image documents a powerful moment of civic engagement: an elderly woman 

independently discards waste into a municipally designated garbage trolley in a public city park. 

Captured candidly in natural light, the image reflects the community’s direct interaction with the 

governance infrastructure provided by the city of Palu. The labelled trolley, bearing hashtags such as 

#JagaPalu and #PaluMenujuAdipura, serves both as a practical waste receptacle and as a public 

campaign tool aligned with national cleanliness and environmental management goals. 

Such grassroots-level participation highlights the operationalisation of environmental 

governance, where infrastructure becomes effective only when it is actively used and accepted by 

residents. The involvement of elderly citizens in maintaining urban cleanliness reflects a culturally 

rooted sense of responsibility, trust in formal governance mechanisms, and a dynamic feedback loop 

between citizens and municipal systems. 

From an ESG perspective, this scene demonstrates how inclusive governance that enables 

participation from all demographics can enhance the legitimacy and success of environmental 

initiatives. It also aligns with key governance indicators identified in GRI 102 and GRI 103, particularly 

those related to stakeholder engagement, transparency, and institutional effectiveness in delivering 

public services. 
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Figure 9. Everyday practices of urban sustainability governance 

 

Figure 9 photo effectively illustrates the governance dimension of ESG by showcasing two 

sanitation workers maintaining public recycling bins. The scene reflects a formal, institutional effort to 

manage environmental sustainability in an urban space, highlighting how local governance is made 

visible through routine operational practices. 

The presence of structured recycling infrastructure and uniformed personnel signifies an 

organized approach to waste management within the broader framework of environmental governance. 

Rather than presenting governance as an abstract policy, the image captures its practical implementation 

in everyday settings. It underscores the role of public institutions in maintaining the cleanliness and 

usability of communal spaces, thereby reinforcing the connection between environmental objectives 

and institutional accountability. 

The integration of photographic representation into sustainability accounting offers a compelling 

and innovative approach to enhancing the communication of Environmental, Social, and Governance 

(ESG) issues. While conventional ESG reporting relies primarily on quantitative indicators and textual 

descriptions to represent organizational performance, the findings of this study demonstrate that visual 

narratives can substantially enrich this communicative process. By depicting elements such as nature, 

biodiversity, and socio-ecological relationships, photographs serve not only to complement factual 

reporting but also to evoke emotional engagement and convey symbolic meanings that are often 

overlooked in traditional reporting formats. 

Taken together, the visual findings underscore the multidimensional nature of sustainability as it 
is lived, practiced, and experienced across a variety of everyday contexts. The photographs act as 

interpretive lenses that make ESG performance more relatable, not only through metrics and regulatory 

compliance, but also through emotional, cultural, and narrative dimensions. This convergence between 

visual storytelling and ESG indicators signals the importance of adopting a more expansive 

understanding of sustainability communication. The following discussion examines how these visual 

elements both complement and challenge conventional reporting paradigms, while also proposing 

theoretical and methodological strategies for more systematically integrating photography into 

sustainability accounting frameworks. 

When embedded within a rigorous accounting logic, photography can evolve from a narrative 

embellishment into a credible, auditable, and stakeholder-relevant reporting practice. This convergence 

between visual storytelling and traditional ESG metrics creates space for a new paradigm in which 

sustainability is not only measured through data, but also experienced through lived realities, interpreted 

through contextual understanding, and emotionally understood by diverse stakeholders. 
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DISCUSSION 

 

Building upon this convergence, the findings of this study affirm that photography serves as a 

complementary rather than substitutive mechanism to quantitative indicators in sustainability 

accounting. While traditional ESG reporting frameworks rely heavily on metrics such as emissions, 

energy use, and water withdrawal, these numeric values have limited capacity to convey the lived 

realities and emotional stakes embedded in sustainability practices. 

Rather than displacing quantitative data, photographic narratives function as interpretive 

scaffolds that make such data more relatable and culturally legible. For example, an image of children 

learning outdoors or workers sorting plastic waste may not quantify impact, but it can effectively anchor 

stakeholder attention to specific ESG themes, thereby enhancing trust, engagement, and transparency. 

In this way, visual media contribute to narrative coherence and stakeholder inclusiveness, core 

principles emphasized in evolving reporting standards such as GRI 101, IFRS S1/S2, and SASB sector-

specific disclosures. 

This integrative capacity, combining measurable outcomes with meaningful storytelling, marks 

a critical shift in sustainability communication. It expands the expressive tools available to 

organizations without compromising reporting rigor. This approach aligns with critical perspectives in 

accounting that frame sustainability not merely as a matter of compliance, but as a communicative 

practice grounded in ethics, empathy, and accountability (Gilmore et al., 2017; Unerman et al., 2014). 

One of the most salient contributions of this study is its demonstration that photographic 

representation, particularly in the form of contextually grounded ecological and social imagery, 

enhances the communicative depth of sustainability accounting. Traditional ESG reports predominantly 

rely on numeric indicators, charts, and tabular formats, which are effective for performance tracking 

but often fail to engage stakeholders on a personal or emotional level. This technical approach has been 

critiqued for decontextualising complex social and ecological realities and for marginalizing local, lived 

experiences (Chopra et al., 2024; Kopnina et al., 2024). In contrast, the visual narratives presented in 

this study, including images of pollinators in peri-urban habitats and children reading amidst natural 

greenery bring affective and relational dimensions to the forefront. 

Empirical research supports the notion that emotional engagement is a key factor in shaping pro-

environmental attitudes and behaviors (Boomsma et al., 2016; Li et al., 2022). Visual elements in 

sustainability communication, particularly photography, can generate empathy, capture attention, and 

convey urgency more effectively than textual descriptions alone (Brosch & Steg, 2021; Kuzinas, 2019). 

A photograph of a frog resting on water, for example, is not only an ecological observation; it is also a 

symbolic reflection of vulnerability, inviting the viewer to contemplate the fragility of freshwater 

ecosystems. Such images function as entry points to deeper understanding, where biodiversity and 

sustainability are not just statistics but shared human concerns. 

The visual evidence also aligns with the framework of affective ecology (Duffy et al., 2019; Yang 

et al., 2018), which posits that emotional affinity with the natural world fosters more responsible 

environmental behaviours. In this light, photography operates not merely as a communicative tool but 

as an affective bridge between scientific knowledge and stakeholder perception. Photographs of 

everyday environmental interactions, such as urban gardening, traditional harvests, or pollinator 

presence, provide not only narrative coherence but also a symbolic vocabulary for sustainability that 

resonates across diverse audiences. 

Building on this communicative potential, the curatorial reflection of each image plays a pivotal 

role in deepening the thematic impact of visual ESG disclosures. The photographs not only showcase 

the beauty of nature but also serve as compelling narratives about the interconnectedness of all life 

forms and the urgent need to protect these systems (Madzari, 2024). For example, the butterfly resting 

on a flower is not merely a beautiful image; it symbolises the vital role of pollinators in food security 

and the broader agricultural economy. The frog in water underscores the fragility of aquatic ecosystems 

and the imperative for water conservation practices. These curatorial narratives help contextualise the 
photographs within the broader discourse on sustainability and environmental stewardship (Huntjens, 

2021; Leimona et al., 2019). 
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These findings are reinforced by the photographic evidence collected and analyzed in this study, 

which offers a layered interpretation of environmental and social dynamics as lived, observed, and 

documented through the lens of sustainability. Each photograph analysed has the potential to enhance 

ESG reporting by visually conveying key environmental issues that are often difficult to articulate 

through textual or numerical data alone (Darnall et al., 2022; Kanbaty et al., 2024; Yip & Yu, 2023). 

Photographs and other visual elements help construct a clearer and more comprehensive picture of 

sustainability efforts, offering stakeholders an intuitive understanding of environmental impact 

(Momin, et al, 2023; Sun, 2024). 

Alongside environmental and social themes, several photographs foreground governance not 

through formalized abstractions, but through tangible, embodied practices of care and responsibility 

observed in everyday contexts. For instance, one image captures two female sanitation workers actively 

maintaining a public recycling bin in a city park. Through their daily tasks, the workers enact policy on 

the ground, demonstrating how environmental governance is upheld by often-overlooked labour that 

bridges institutional intent and practical execution. The image exemplifies subtle forms of governance 

in ESG reporting, grassroots compliance, infrastructure maintenance, and embodied environmental 

care. These micro-governance acts underscore the vital human dimension of sustainable city 

management and highlight the importance of recognizing labor as an ESG asset (M. Lehner & Halliday, 

2014; Spence & Rinaldi, 2014). The visual representation of such everyday governance practices not 

only humanizes policy implementation but also reinforces the accountability narrative within ESG 

frameworks by making governance visible, relatable, and contextually grounded (Davison, 2015). 

Moreover, this form of visual disclosure aligns with reporting principles outlined in GRI 102 and GRI 

103, particularly stakeholder inclusiveness, performance transparency, and ethical labor practices (GRI, 

2021). These findings also align with empirical research showing that governance-related factors such 

as CEO power and gender diversity positively influence ESG performance in corporate contexts (Dillak 

& Hapsari, 2024). 

This approach aligns with recent developments in accounting research that advocate for 

reimagining sustainability reporting as a socially embedded, interpretive process, one that incorporates 

narrative structures, visual aesthetics, and symbolic representations (Chong et al., 2023; Unerman et al., 

2014). Visual storytelling, in this context, expands the expressive capacity of ESG disclosures by 

introducing alternative yet complementary epistemologies. As scholars in visual studies have noted, 

photography enables the public to see sustainability in ways that textual descriptions and quantitative 

metrics alone cannot convey (Cho et al., 2018; Hossain et al., 2022). 

Crucially, the use of photographic content must be methodologically accountable. As the visual 

data in this study were produced by the writer, a visual ethnographic and reflexive framework was 

employed to ensure both validity and epistemological rigour. The photographs are not mere aesthetic 

additions; rather, they are anchored in specific, observable sustainability practices. By systematically 

aligning each image with relevant ESG indicators—such as GRI 304 (Biodiversity) and GRI 413 (Local 

Communities) this study minimises the risk of visual greenwashing and positions photography as both 

a narrative and evidentiary device within sustainability disclosure (Ahsun et al., 2024; Ulvtorp, 2024). 

Future ESG reporting that incorporates photographic storytelling should embed verification 

strategies such as stakeholder co-interpretation, metadata documentation, and independent review to 

uphold accountability, reliability, and verifiability. These measures help ensure that visual content 

complements rather than substitutes for empirical data. 

This visual approach also addresses a persistent communication challenge in ESG reporting: 

effectively engaging diverse stakeholder groups. Traditional sustainability reports often remain 

inaccessible to non-expert audiences due to their reliance on technical language and data-centric 

formats. Photographic narratives help to bridge this gap by humanising sustainability issues and 

conveying them through tangible, emotionally resonant imagery (Aschemann et al., 2016; Wanvik, 

2016; Ye et al., 2023). For instance, a photograph of a child reading in a green space or a family fishing 

along a clean riverbank can communicate values of education, intergenerational care, and 
environmental stewardship in ways that transcend the limitations of technical jargon. 



      https://doi.org/10.23969/jrak.v17i2.25330 Visualizing Sustainability in Accounting ... 272 

   

 

  

Finally, this study contributes to a growing body of literature that advocates for the integration 

of art-based methods in environmental and sustainability communication (Davison, 2002; Garnett et 

al., 2017). Photography enables organisations to move beyond the limitations of purely data-driven 

reporting, allowing sustainability to be represented as both a material reality and a cultural experience. 

In doing so, visual disclosures foster a more holistic understanding of corporate responsibility, one that 

values human experience, aesthetic expression, and ethical imagination alongside conventional 

performance metrics. 

The results presented in this study challenge the conventional boundaries of sustainability 

accounting by positioning photography as a complementary evidentiary and communicative tool within 

ESG reporting. Traditionally, sustainability disclosures have prioritized objectivity, standardization, 

and comparability principles that underpin dominant frameworks such as the Global Reporting Initiative 

(GRI), the Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB), and IFRS S1/S2 (IFRS Foundation, 

2023). However, as the findings suggest, these frameworks often fall short in capturing the relational, 

emotional, and experiential dimensions of sustainability, particularly within community-based or 

informal contexts (Bebbington & Larrinaga, 2014; Darnall et al., 2022; Kopnina et al., 2024). 

Photographic narratives, when interpreted through a structured visual-to-ESG mapping 

framework, are not intended to replace quantitative indicators but to enrich them with meaning-laden 

representations that bridge the gap between metrics and lived experience (Cho et al., 2018; Chong et 

al., 2023). This approach is particularly salient for stakeholder groups that prioritise contextual 

understanding, inclusivity, and narrative coherence in sustainability discourse (Abos et al., 2024; 

Garnett et al., 2017). Visuals can render abstract ESG themes, such as biodiversity preservation or social 

cohesion, more tangible, culturally resonant, and ethically persuasive. In this capacity, photography acts 

as a connective medium between the empirical rigor of accounting and the interpretive richness of 

human-centered storytelling (Gilmore et al., 2017; Merkl-Davies & Brennan, 2017). 

At the same time, the integration of writer-generated visual content necessitates critical 

methodological reflection. Concerns about subjectivity, visual bias, and the potential for aesthetic 

manipulation are legitimate, particularly amid growing scrutiny of visual greenwashing in corporate 

disclosures (Davison, 2015; Hossain et al., 2022; Ulvtorp, 2024). To mitigate these risks, this study 

emphasises analytical transparency and introduces a multi-pronged verification strategy. This includes 

ESG-aligned image selection (e.g., GRI 304 for biodiversity, GRI 413 for community engagement), 

adherence to ethical documentation protocols, the inclusion of contextual metadata, and the 

implementation of triangulation frameworks for visual analysis (Ahsun et al., 2024; Krippendorff, 

2018). When situated within a rigorous accounting logic, photography can transcend its role as narrative 

embellishment to become a credible, auditable, and stakeholder-relevant form of disclosure. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

This study advances photography as a critical and interpretive lens within sustainability 

accounting, positioning it not merely as a medium of illustration but as a legitimate evidentiary and 

communicative tool. By employing writer-generated, original photographs—rather than relying on 

visuals extracted from existing corporate ESG reports—this research demonstrates how everyday 

sustainability practices, often marginalised in conventional disclosures, can be visualised and 

meaningfully interpreted through ethnographic imagery. 

While inherently situated and subjectively framed, the photographs provide valuable insights into 

the symbolic, affective, and ethical dimensions of ESG concerns, such as biodiversity, community 

participation, and informal governance dimensions that often elude metric-driven reporting 

frameworks. Rather than seeking to replace traditional ESG indicators, this study advocates for a 

complementary visual layer that enriches narrative depth, cultural resonance, and stakeholder empathy 

in sustainability communication. 

Theoretically, this research contributes to interpretive and critical traditions in sustainability 
accounting that challenge the dominance of positivist disclosure models (Gilmore et al., 2017; Unerman 

et al., 2014). By situating photography within an analytically grounded framework, the study 
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demonstrates that visual narratives can be systematically aligned with formal ESG standards, including 

those issued by GRI, SASB, and IFRS S1/S2. In doing so, it positions accounting not only as a technical 

system of measurement but also as a socially embedded and ethically informed communicative practice. 

Practically, this approach offers corporations, sustainability practitioners, and standard setters an 

expanded repertoire of communicative strategies. Photography can be strategically integrated into ESG 

reporting in several meaningful ways. First, as evidentiary documentation, photographs can substantiate 

specific ESG topics by visually capturing real-world practices related to biodiversity, waste 

management, and other relevant indicators. Second, photography can enrich narrative depth by 

contextualizing quantitative data through situated, lived visual representations. Third, curated visual 

supplements such as annotated photo essays or image galleries embedded with ESG-relevant metadata 

can accompany conventional disclosures, providing stronger interpretive and emotional dimensions.  

When applied with methodological rigour and ethical care, these strategies can enhance 

transparency, deepen stakeholder engagement, and increase the authenticity of sustainability narratives, 

while minimising the risk of superficial or performative representation. 

 Nevertheless, this study acknowledges several limitations. The visual data were collected within 

a geographically and ecologically narrow context, focusing primarily on urban and peri-urban 

environments. The interpretations were shaped by the writer’s cultural background and situated 

perspective, which, while reflexively addressed, may have influenced the framing and analysis. 

Moreover, the absence of triangulation with stakeholder or organisational viewpoints limits the breadth 

and diversity of the findings. The writer’s dual role as both image-maker and analyst also introduces 

subjectivity, underscoring the need for more collaborative and participatory visual methodologies in 

future research. 

Future research should extend this inquiry across diverse industrial sectors, ecological settings, 

and regulatory environments, with particular emphasis on developing standardised protocols for visual 

ESG disclosures. These protocols should address critical issues such as verifiability, contextual 

integrity, and resistance to aesthetic or narrative manipulation. Furthermore, investigating how different 

stakeholder groups interpret and emotionally engage with ESG-related imagery would provide valuable 

insights into the communicative efficacy, limitations, and ethical considerations of photography as a 

tool in sustainability reporting. 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Abos, R. M., Taffe, S., Connory, J., Karunasena, G. G., & Pearson, D. 2024. Reducing food waste 

through persuasive communication design: how data visualisation principles reinforce behaviour 

change social marketing messages. Journal of Social Marketing, 14(3/4), 398–431. 

Ahsun, A., Adaan, A., & Elly, B. 2024. The Role of Data Visualization in Enhancing Transparency and 

Accountability in Corporate Annual Reports. 

Araujo, T., Lock, I., & van de Velde, B. 2020. Automated Visual Content Analysis (AVCA) in 

Communication Research: A Protocol for Large Scale Image Classification with Pre-Trained 

Computer Vision Models. Communication Methods and Measures, 14(4), 239–265. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/19312458.2020.1810648 

Aschemann, R., Baldizzone, G., & Rega, C. 2016. Public and stakeholder engagement in strategic 

environmental assessment. In European and International Experiences of Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (pp. 244–269). Routledge. 

Banks, M. 2018. Using Visual Data in Qualitative Research (Second Edi). SAGE Publications Ltd. 

https://doi.org/10.4135/9781526445933 

Bebbington, J., & Larrinaga, C. 2014. Accounting and sustainable development: An exploration. 

Accounting, Organizations and Society, 39(6), 395–413. 

https://econpapers.repec.org/RePEc:eee:aosoci:v:39:y:2014:i:6:p:395-413 

Boiral, O. 2013. Sustainability reports as simulacra? A counter-account of A and A+ GRI reports. 
Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, 26(7), 1036–1071. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/AAAJ-04-2012-00998 



      https://doi.org/10.23969/jrak.v17i2.25330 Visualizing Sustainability in Accounting ... 274 

   

 

  

Boomsma, C., Pahl, S., & Andrade, J. 2016. Imagining change: An integrative approach toward 

explaining the motivational role of mental imagery in pro-environmental behavior. Frontiers in 

Psychology, 7, 1780. 

Brosch, T., & Steg, L. 2021. Leveraging emotion for sustainable action. One Earth, 4(12), 1693–1703. 

Brown, J. 2015. Accounting, Auditing &amp; Accountability Journal Accounting and visual cultural 

studies: potentialities, challenges and prospects. Journal Accountability Journal Accountability 

Journal Accountability Journal, 23(4). 

Carnegie, G. D., Gomes, D., Parker, L. D., McBride, K., & Tsahuridu, E. 2024. How accounting can 

shape a better world: framework, analysis and research agenda. Meditari Accountancy Research, 

32(5), 1529–1555. 

Cho, C. H., Laine, M., Roberts, R. W., & Rodrigue, M. 2018. The frontstage and backstage of corporate 

sustainability reporting: Evidence from the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Bill. Journal of 

Business Ethics, 152, 865–886. 

Chong, S., Momin, M., & Narayan, A. 2023. A research framework to analyse visual persuasion of 

photographs in sustainability reports. Meditari Accountancy Research, 31(5), 1453–1482. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/MEDAR-01-2022-1565 

Chopra, S. S., Senadheera, S. S., Dissanayake, P. D., Withana, P. A., Chib, R., Rhee, J. H., & Ok, Y. S. 

2024. Navigating the challenges of environmental, social, and governance (ESG) reporting: The 

path to broader sustainable development. Sustainability, 16(2), 606. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.3390/su16020606 

Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. 2016. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five 

Approaches. SAGE Publications. https://books.google.co.id/books?id=DLbBDQAAQBAJ 

Danone. 2023. Integrated Annual Report 2023: Healthier people, healthier planet. Danone. 

https://www.danone.com 

Darnall, N., Ji, H., Iwata, K., & Arimura, T. H. 2022. Do ESG reporting guidelines and verifications 

enhance firms’ information disclosure? Corporate Social Responsibility and Environmental 

Management, 29(5), 1214–1230. 

Davison, J. 2002. Communication and antithesis in corporate annual reports: A research note. 

Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, 15(4), 594–608. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1108/09513570210441431 

Davison, J. 2008. Rhetoric, repetition, reporting and the “dot.com” era: Words, pictures, intangibles. 

Accounting, Auditing and Accountability Journal, 21(6). 

https://doi.org/10.1108/09513570810893254 

Davison, J. 2015. Visualising accounting: an interdisciplinary review and synthesis. Accounting and 

Business Research, 45(2), 121–165. https://doi.org/10.1080/00014788.2014.987203 

Dillak, V., & Hapsari, T. 2024. CEO Power, Gender Diversity And Esg Performance: Evidence From 

Financial Companies In ASEAN-5. JRAK, 16(2), 289–298. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.23969/jrak.v16i2.16495 

Diwan, H., & Sreeraman, B. A. 2024. From financial reporting to ESG reporting: a bibliometric analysis 

of the evolution in corporate sustainability disclosures. Environment, Development and 
Sustainability, 26(6), 13769–13805. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10668-023-03249-2 

Duffy, M., Gallagher, M., & Waitt, G. 2019. Emotional and affective geographies of sustainable 

community leadership: A visceral approach. Geoforum, 106, 378–384. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2018.09.005 

Faccia, A., Manni, F., & Capitanio, F. 2021. Mandatory ESG Reporting and XBRL Taxonomies 

Combination: ESG Ratings and Income Statement, a Sustainable Value-Added Disclosure. 

Sustainability, 13(16). https://doi.org/10.3390/su13168876 

Fenk, L. 2025. Environmental photograph use in corporate sustainability reporting: A machine-

supported visual content analysis. Business Strategy and the Environment, 34(1), 1097–1112. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1002/bse.4035 
Freeman, R. E., Harrison, J. S., Wicks, A. C., Parmar, B. L., & De Colle, S. 2010. Stakeholder theory: 

The state of the art. 



275 Jurnal Riset Akuntansi Kontemporer Sugianto, et al. 

 Volume 17, No. 2, October 2025, Page. 259-277  

 
Garnett, K., Cooper, T., Longhurst, P., Jude, S., & Tyrrel, S. 2017. A conceptual framework for 

negotiating public involvement in municipal waste management decision-making in the UK. 

Waste Management, 66, 210–221. 

Gilmore, A., Glow, H., & Johanson, K. 2017. Accounting for quality: arts evaluation, public value and 

the case of “Culture counts.” Cultural Trends, 26(4), 282–294. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09548963.2017.1382761 

Gozali, E., Hamzah, R., Ferina, I., Annisa, M., & Toruan, A. 2024. Performance of Small Businesses: 

Does Sustainability Reporting Issue Matter? JRAK, 16(1), 43–56. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.23969/jrak.v16i1.10188 

Gray, L. M., Wong-Wylie, G., Rempel, G. R., & Cook, K. 2020. Expanding qualitative research 

interviewing strategies: Zoom video communications. Qualitative Report, 25(5), 1292–1301. 

https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2020.4212 

GRI. 2021. Consolidated Set of GRI Standards. https://www.globalreporting.org/standards 

Hassan, N. A. A., Ismail, A. I., & Jamali, S. S. 2024. Underwater Photography as an Educational Tool 

for Environmental Awareness and Marine Conservation. Pakistan Journal of Life and Social 
Sciences, 22(2), 4984–4996. https://doi.org/10.57239/PJLSS-2024-22.2.00370 

Heinrichs, H. 2019. Strengthening Sensory Sustainability Science—Theoretical and Methodological 

Considerations. Sustainability, 11(3). https://doi.org/10.3390/su11030769 

Hörisch, J., Schaltegger, S., & Freeman, R. E. 2020. Integrating stakeholder theory and sustainability 

accounting: A conceptual synthesis. Journal of Cleaner Production, 275, 124097. 

Horlings, L. G. 2015. The inner dimension of sustainability: personal and cultural values. Current 

Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 14, 163–169. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2015.06.006 

Hossain, M., Islam, M. T., Momin, M. A., Nahar, S., & Alam, M. S. 2022. Understanding 

communication of sustainability reporting: Application of Symbolic Convergence Theory (SCT). 

Business and the Ethical Implications of Technology, 257–280. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10551-

018-3874-6 

Hrasky, S. 2012. Visual disclosure strategies adopted by more and less sustainability-driven companies. 

Accounting Forum, 36(3), 154–165. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.accfor.2012.02.001 

Huntjens, P. 2021. Towards a natural social contract: Transformative social-ecological innovation for 
a sustainable, healthy and just society. Springer Nature. 

IFRS Foundation. 2023. Effects Analysis on Sustainability Disclosure Standards IFRS S1 and S2. 

Kanbaty, M., Hellmann, A., Ang, L., & He, L. 2024. A review and analysis of impression management 

with photographs in sustainability reporting. Meditari Accountancy Research, 32(3), 976–1005. 

Karen, A. 2015. Meraih Keberkahan dalam Bisnis. Https://Komunitasbisnisbarokah.Wordpress.Com. 

Khomsiyah, K., Nilawati, Y. J., & Aryati, T. 2024. A bibliometric review of stakeholder theory in 

accounting: current trends and future directions. Journal of Governance and Regulation, 13(1), 

277–288. 

Kopnina, H., Zhang, S. R., Anthony, S., Hassan, A., & Maroun, W. 2024. The inclusion of biodiversity 

into Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) framework: A strategic integration of 

ecocentric extinction accounting. Journal of Environmental Management, 351, 119808. 

Krippendorff, K. 2018. Content analysis: An introduction to its methodology. Sage publications. 

Kuzinas, A. 2019. The effects of descriptive imagery and appeals on emotions and intentions related to 

pro-environmental behavior. Sustainability: Psychology of Sustainability and Sustainable 

Development.[Basel]: MDPI AG, 2019, Vol. 11, Iss. 19, SI, 5257. 
Laberge, Y. 2016. Photographic Theory: An Historical Anthology. The British Journal of Aesthetics, 

56(2), 203–206. https://doi.org/10.1093/aesthj/ayu094 

Lehner, M., & Halliday, S. V. 2014. Branding sustainability : Opportunity and risk behind a brand - 

based approach to su stainable markets. Ephemera:Theory of Politics in Organization, 14(1), 13–

34. 
http://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=4353929&fileOId=4353946 



      https://doi.org/10.23969/jrak.v17i2.25330 Visualizing Sustainability in Accounting ... 276 

   

 

  

Lehner, O. M., & Kyriacou, O. 2023. Interconnectedness and the web of accountabilities: Humboldtian 

approaches to social and environmental accounting. Accounting, Auditing & Accountability 

Journal, 36(6), 1529–1553. https://doi.org/10.1108/AAAJ-12-2021-5578 

Leimona, B., van Noordwijk, M., Kennedy, S., Namirembe, S., & Minang, P. A. 2019. Synthesis and 

lessons on ecological, economic, social and governance propositions. Co-Investment in 
Ecosystem Services: Global Lessons from Payment and Incentive Schemes; Namirembe, S., 

Leimona, B., van Noordwijk, M., Minang, PA, Eds. 

Li, H., You, C., Li, J., Li, M., Tan, M., Zhang, G., & Zhong, Y. 2022. Influence of environmental 

aesthetic value and anticipated emotion on pro-environmental behavior: An ERP study. 

International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(9), 5714. 

Lodhia, S., Farooq, M. B., Sharma, U., & Zaman, R. 2025. Digital technologies and sustainability 

accounting, reporting and assurance: framework and research opportunities. Meditari 

Accountancy Research, 33(2), 417–441. https://doi.org/10.1108/MEDAR-01-2025-2796 

Madzari, K. 2024. Designing Future Agriculture: Design for Complex Systems and Cross-Cultural 

Interactions. Dartmouth College. 

Maiello, A., Christovão, A. C., de Paiva Britto, A. L. N., & Frey, M. 2013. Public participation for 

urban sustainability: investigating relations among citizens, the environment and institutions – 

an ethnographic study. Local Environment, 18(2), 167–183. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13549839.2012.729566 

Manetti, G., & Bellucci, M. 2016. The use of social media for engaging stakeholders in sustainability 

reporting. Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, 29(6), 985–1011. 

https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/AAAJ-08-2014-1797 

Merkl-Davies, D. M., & Brennan, N. M. 2017. A theoretical framework of external accounting 

communication. Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, 30(2), 433–469. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/AAAJ-04-2015-2039 

Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. M., & Saldana, J. 2014. Qualitative Data Analysis. SAGE Publications. 

https://books.google.co.id/books?id=3CNrUbTu6CsC 

Milne, M. J., Tregidga, H., & Walton, S. 2009. Words not actions! The ideological role of sustainable 

development reporting. Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, 22(8), 1211–1257. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/09513570910999292 

Momin, M. A., Ahmed, Z. U., & Liu, R. 2023. Use of visuals in sustainability reporting by New Zealand 

Stock Exchange (NZX) listed companies: an impression management perspective. Asian Review 
of Accounting, 31(2), 181–202. https://doi.org/10.1108/ARA-04-2022-0078 

Natali, L. 2019. Visually exploring social perceptions of environmental harm in global urban contexts. 

Current Sociology, 67(5), 650–668. https://doi.org/10.1177/0011392118823842 

Ojala, M., Cunsolo, A., Ogunbode, C. A., & Middleton, J. 2021. Anxiety, Worry, and Grief in a Time 

of Environmental and Climate Crisis: A Narrative Review. Annual Review of Environment and 
Resources, 46(Volume 46, 2021), 35–58. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-

environ-012220-022716 

Oliveira, L., Caria, A., & Nunes, D. 2024. Visualising accountability: nurturing care and trust. Meditari 
Accountancy Research, 32(5), 1837–1866. 

Patagonia. 2023. Environmental & Social Initiatives: Impact Report 2023. Patagonia. 

https://www.patagonia.com 

Petcu, M. A., Sobolevschi-David, M.-I., & Curea, S. C. (2024). Integrating Digital Technologies in 

Sustainability Accounting and Reporting: Perceptions of Professional Cloud Computing Users. 

Electronics, 13(14). https://doi.org/10.3390/electronics13142684 

Pink, S. 2020. Doing Visual Ethnography. SAGE Publications. 

https://books.google.co.id/books?id=pjkKEAAAQBAJ 

Pirdaus, M., Ali, M., & Redza, A. 2024. Examining the Influence of Communication Technology, 

Image Technicalities, and Image Narrative on Environmental Awareness in the Digital Age: A 
Study of Worlds Top 20 Environmental Photography Winners 2020. E-Bangi Journal of Social 

Science and Humanities, 21. https://doi.org/10.17576/ebangi.2024.2102.20 



277 Jurnal Riset Akuntansi Kontemporer Sugianto, et al. 

 Volume 17, No. 2, October 2025, Page. 259-277  

 
Preston, A. M., Wright, C., & Young, J. J. 1996. Imag[in]ing annual reports. Accounting, Organizations 

and Society, 21(1), 113–137. https://doi.org/10.1016/0361-3682(95)00032-5 

Sisaye, S. 2011. Ecological systems approaches to sustainability and organizational development. 

Leadership & Organization Development Journal, 32(4), 379–398. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/01437731111134652 

Spence, L. J., & Rinaldi, L. 2014. Governmentality in accounting and accountability: A case study of 

embedding sustainability in a supply chain. Accounting, Organizations and Society, 39(6), 433–

452. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aos.2012.03.003 

Sun, Y. 2024. The real effect of innovation in environmental, social, and governance (ESG) disclosures 

on ESG performance: An integrated reporting perspective. Journal of Cleaner Production, 460, 

142592. 

Tan, E., Michael, V., Hassan, M., & Abu Bakar, M. F. 2023. Visual Communication in Sustainability 

Action: Public understanding through human behavior and attitude. Environment-Behaviour 
Proceedings Journal, 8, 165–170. https://doi.org/10.21834/e-bpj.v8iSI16.5232 

Ulvtorp, H. 2024. Management practices and digital strategies for enhanced ESG reporting quality. In 

Examensarbete vid Institutionen för geovetenskaper NV  - 2024/19: Vol. Independen. 

http://uu.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1875082/FULLTEXT01.pdf 

Unerman, J., Bebbington, J., & O’Dwyer, B. 2014. Sustainability Accounting and Accountability (2nd 

ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315848419 

Unilever. 2023a. Climate Transition Action Plan 2023. Unilever. https://www.unilever.com 

Unilever. 2023b. Regenerating Nature Strategy. Unilever. https://www.unilever.com 

Valentinov, V. 2023. Sustainability and stakeholder theory: a processual perspective. Kybernetes, 

52(13), 61–77. https://doi.org/10.1108/K-05-2023-0819 

Velte, P. 2023. Automated text analyses of sustainability & integrated reporting. A literature review of 

empirical-quantitative research. Journal of Global Responsibility, 14. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/JGR-09-2022-0090 

Wanvik, T. I. 2016. Governance transformed into corporate social responsibility (CSR): New 

governance innovations in the Canadian oil sands. The Extractive Industries and Society, 3(2), 

517–526. 

Yang, Y., Hu, J., Jing, F., & Nguyen, B. 2018. From awe to ecological behavior: The mediating role of 

connectedness to nature. Sustainability, 10(7), 2477. 

Ye, K., Liang, Y., & Shi, J. 2023. Evaluation and classification of public participation in EIA for 

transportation infrastructure megaprojects in China. Environmental Impact Assessment Review, 

101, 107138. 

Yip, A. W. H., & Yu, W. Y. P. 2023. The Quality of Environmental KPI Disclosure in ESG Reporting 

for SMEs in Hong Kong. Sustainability (Switzerland), 15(4), 1–26. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/su15043634 

 


